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Kiama Independent, Wednesday, October 25, 2000 


~ 1910 to 1919 ~ 


In Kiama, as was the case for the rest of 
the world, the period 1910 to 1919 was 
marked by the events and tragedies of The 
Great War. 

As has been well documented, the 
Australians saw the war as a chance to 
prove their mettle on the battlefront. But it 


also gave those left behind, on the home- 


” G’song bath 


Gerringong Gentleman’s Bath 

On January 2, 1910, Gerringong Council 
inspected Boat Harbour with a view to estab- 
lishing a gentleman’s bath. The existing pool 
was to be retained as a lady’s bath. It was felt 
that an ideal location for construction of “a 
very nice bath” would be at the southern side 
of the harbour. 

The Mayor, Ald James Sharpe, said the 
project was estimated to cost £30 ($75). He 
believed the public would “nobly assist” the 
cause, announcing that Mr Bergin had 
already collected £5 ($12.50) and Mrs Nelson 
the same. 

Ald Tomlins suggested the project be start- 
ed. straight away. “He felt sure the young men 
of the district would come with their bullock 
teams and assist with the clearing away of the 
loose stones. Two-thirds of them would do the 
work in half an hour.” 

Ald Miller said that he had always 
favoured such a project, but was “not in 
favour of any wild cat scheme or fritting away 
the funds of the council”. He suggested that as 
the supply of road metal was growing short, 
council could excavate the bath area, sell the 
contents off as road metal, and use the funds 
to finance the new bath. 3 | 

Ald Taylor said that other sites for the bath 
were available and suggested that these be 


inspected before a-.decision—-was-—made:;- - 


Council heeded Ald Taylor’s advice while also 
agreeing to investige Mr Miller’s fundraising 
proposal. 


Bombo Sanitary Tip 

The Church Point Trust continued its cam- 
paign to have the nightsoil tip moved from 
Church Point, taking its case to the 
Department of Health. Surprisingly, the 
Department revealed that the sanitary depot 
now in use by Kiama Council had never actu- 
ally gained approval. 

With both community and Government 
pressure building to relocate the tip, Kiama 
Council in 1910 approached Mr William 
Charles for permission to lease part of his 
property at Bombo Point, for the purpose of 
establishing a new nightsoil tip. Mr Charles 
gave Council permission to “tip nightsoil into 
the sea at Bombo quarry” until he gave them 
notice to discontinue. 


More Dust Problems 
The problems with dust in Terralong and 
Manning Streets continued in 1910 when a 
westerly gale literally whipped residents and 
business owners into a fit of indignation. 
Businessmen had been forced to close their 
shops “on account of the clouds of dust blown 
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front, an opportunity to show their own 
strength of character as they rallied to raise 
funds for the war effort through the Red 
Cross and various other fundraising organi- 
sations. 

While war dominated the decade, day-to- 
day life still continued. We saw the estab- 
lishment of the Kiama and Gerringong Surf 
Clubs, Jamberoo Tennis Club and Kiama 
Bowling Club. 


Kiama’s_ controversial 


water supply 


down by the gale”. These people were paying a 
special rate to have the busy thoroughfare 
watered and yet they were not seeing any- 
thing for their money. 

A meeting was held in the evening of 
October 19 when landowners voiced their dis- 
satisfaction: Chairman, Mr George Prott, 
said that “it seems as if they had gone back to 
the old ages, and if they desired to make 
Kiama a tourist place things would have to be 
altered considerably”. 

Mr RH Stevenson said that, under the Pure 
Foods Act, there was a stringent regulation to 
keep all food stuff free from dust and he asked 
“how could the businessmen comply with the 
Act when things like that of Tuesday was 
allowed to happen?” 

The meeting recommended that Council 
water the streets on a daily basis and that 
this be commenced by no later than 7.30am. 
Also, that the water tables be flushed daily; 
that duplicate apparatus be purchased; and 
that the street watering be carried out under 
the daily instruction of a council alder- 
man. If a second watering was required 
in the day, it was to be authorised. 
Kiama Council gave in to the requests 
with Alderman Carson being appointed 
to supervise the watering. 


Kiama Water Supply 

The proposal to build a second water 
storage dam, having been shelved by 
the Public Works Department in 
October, 1909, was reopened in May, 
1911, when Works Department engi- 
neer, Mr Pridham, made a return visit 
at the request of Kiama Council. 

The present dam was stated to be “a 
disgrace to the water supply” and the 

_ construction of a larger dam was pro- 
posed. The aldermen were told that if 
they proceeded with the dam, “they 
would have a supply to suit them for a 
hundred years”. 

When it was suggested that public 
opposition might again block construc- 
tion of the dam, Alderman Orr suggest- 
ed that, this time, the ratepayers not be 
consulted. “Nine men were put into the 
council to look after the town,” Ald Orr 
said, “it would be an insult to the 
ratepayers to ask them to vote.” 

It was a convenient argument, and 


scheme was extended, Kiama Council built 
a new council chambers, and communica- 
tion was enhanced with the establishment 
of the Kiama Telephone Exchange. 

Kiama Cottage Hospital gained an oper- 
ating theatre and the community gained a 
new picture theatre. 

To the great relief of Kiama Council, a sec- 
ond tramway was built which this time was 
a success. 

The Gerringong Congregational Church, 


s, Bomb 


An early photograph of the stores located along the east side of Manning Street. 


one which the Mayor, Ald Thomas Love, sup- 
ported. Ald Love said that he was Mayor 14 
years earlier when the works were originally 
started, and if a vote had been taken then, the 
ratepayers would have voted against it. 
“There is no need to take a vote,” he said, 
adding that as most ratepayers were “dead 
set against the least bit of extra taxation”, this 
was clouding their judgement. He believed 
the aldermen should make a decision based 
on the best interests of the public, even if they 
were opposed to the decision. 


Council was shocked to learn in July, 1911, 
that its hesitation in having the second dam 
built in 1909 had resulted in the cost of the 
project increasing from £7250 ($18,125) to 
£8640 ($21,600). Ald Carson moved that the 
project be taken up immediately before any 
further increase was affected, adding that the 
additional expense could be made up if the 
water supply scheme was extended to 
Bombo. 


The Mayor, Ald Love, said that interest on 
such a loan was 3.5 per cent over 100 years. 
Ald Orr moved that Council proceed with the 
scheme without taking it to the public. Ald 
Hindmarsh opposed the motion, however, 
saying that a resolution was on Council’s 
books to hold a public meeting to explain the 
scheme to ratepayers; this to be followed by a 
referendum. 


The Mayor replied that a follow-up resolu- 
tion meant that the referendum was unneces- 
sary. Ald Pike said that a previous resolution 
had been passed to consult the ratepayers 
and he intended to “keep faith” with them. 
Ald Price agreed saying that such a large sum 
of money should not be spent without first 
consulting the constituents. He said that a 
large protest meeting had stopped the project 
before and it could do so again. 


A motion to hold a public meeting and town 
ballot was put to vote and carried. The meet- 
ing was held at the Oddfellows Hall on 
August 3, 1911, when a case for the scheme 
was put to ratepayers and questions were 
submitted and answered. 


The following week a “water reticulation 
referendum” carried the proposal with a vote 
of 62 for and 42 against the project. Tenders 
were called for construction of the dam with 
Messrs Gilmore and Connell’s tender of 
£7874 ($19,685) being accepted. 
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Kiama Presbyterian Church and Kiama 
Methodist Church celebrated jubilees while 
St Oswald’s Church was established at 
Bombo. 


On the quarrying front, Kiama marked a 


major commercial boon when the NSW 
Government invested in the State Metal 
Quarry at Bombo. 


By Michelle Hoctor 
Research Assistant: Chloe Ashbolt 


Jamberoo Water Rights 

Concurrently, a debate ran through the 
community over several months as to wheth- 
er “compensation water” should be supplied to 
Jamberoo farmers whose properties were 
served by Fountaindale Creek and who would 
suffer during dry spells when their water was 
taken and stored in the second dam. 

The debate was settled by the NSW Gov- 
ernment which, at the request of Jamberoo 
Council, provided a grant of £600 ($1500) to 
supply pipes and troughs providing for the 
requirements of the riparian land owners 
along the creek. 

It was not until almost 12 months later that 
work on the storage dam was started, the 
work carried out by day labour at a cost of 
£8700 ($21,750). The dam could not be built 
fast enough, especially as in March, 1913, 
when prolonged dry weather brought fears 
that a water famine would result, creeks and 
springs had dried up and many farms had 
“only stagnant pools remain in the beds”. 
Many farmers who relied on council’s water 
supply in times of drought had received seven 
days’ notice that they would be disconnected 
from the system. 

Work on the new supplementary dam was 
completed in June, 1913, the Mayor saying he 
felt sure that “the value of the work would be 
appreciated to the full in the future”. 


Omega Slows Down 

After a busy early heyday, the township of 
Omega was showing signs of slowing down. 
In 1910, Omega Public School was closed due 
to low numbers. 

When a resident protest ensued, the 
Department of Public Instruction announced 
a temporary reprieve in February, 1911. The 
school was to be re-opened for a trial period 
until the end of the September quarter, when 
its future would be reassessed. 

Despite assurances to the contrary, the 
Postal Department announced in July, 1911, 
that the Omega Post Office would be closed. It 
followed the resignation of the resident post- 
master and a review of the books which 
showed that only £8 ($20) revenue was raised 
in 1910. The community was told that the 
office would not be re-opened unless “some 
suitable person signifies his or her willingness 
to conduct a receiving office for an allowance 
of £5 ($12.50) per annum”. 
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Death of a great pioneer 


Founder of the Kiama 
Independent, Joseph Weston, 
died in February, 1913, just six 
months short of the newspa- 
pers 50th anniversary. He 
was aged 88 years. 

Having written so many 
obituaries and tributes to so 
many local residents, one won- 
ders what Joseph might have 
written for himself. 

Perhaps we saw a glimpse 
when, having been forced to 
defend the integrity of his 
newspaper at the turn of the 
century, he stated that while 
he had begun his career as 
“but a carpenter”, it did not 
detract from his ability to run 
a community newspaper. 

He stood by his passion for 
Kiama, his honesty, intelli- 
gence and integrity. He 
staunchly defended his right 
to speak on behalf of the com- 
munity and, if needs be, in the 
face of opposition for the 
town’s own betterment. 

One never truly believed 
that Joseph’s integrity was 
ever on the line, but the 
assault offered him the oppor- 
tunity to reiterate his feelings 


for, and dedication to, his role 
in the community. 

Joseph was, to the end, a 
loyal campaigner for Kiama 
and its citizens. He celebrated 
generosity of spirit. He 
deplored narrow-mindedness 
and lethargy. He worked for 
revolutionary changes in the 
farming community. His exas- 
peration at the sometimes lag- 
ging progress of the town was 
evident in his fiery efforts to 
get the townsfolk motivated. 

One could almost see him 
pounding the keys of his type- 
writer as he called for munici- 
pal separation when unity had 
failed the ratepayers; sewer- 
age and a decent water supply 
system when effluent contam- 
inated the waterways; and 
town improvement when the 
garbage tips of central Kiama 
began to offend the senses. 

He strenuously campaigned 
for the completion of Kiama 
Harbour, extension of the 
South Coast Railway line and 
Australian Federation. In 
November, 1906, he took the 
controversial stand of defend- 
ing the rights of women when 


the Government failed to 
address the problem of back- 
yard abortions. 

Most importantly, over a 
period of 50 years, Joseph 
Weston provided a document- 
ed record of the toil and efforts 
of our pioneers in building the 
community, ensuring that 
their legacies would never be 
forgotten. 

Joseph’s pride in his com- 
munity was no more evident 
than on January 1, 1901, 
when Australia celebrated its 
Federation. In that issue he 
editorialised on the elation 
Australians felt in winning 
their identity, and of his pride 
in being part of such a unique 
community. To him go the final 
words of this editorial. 

“for ourselves, in catering 
for the intellectual welfare of 
the people for nearly 38 years, 
we are only too conscious of 
many shortcomings; but it has 
ever been our aim to maintain 
the dignity of the press, the 
sacred rights of the people, to 
assist in all progressive move- 
ments, and to live up to our 
motto, ‘Vox populi vox dei’.” 


The Late Joseph Weston 


(From the Kiama Reporter 
February 19, 1913) 


“A man of such a genial mood 

The heart of all things he embraced; 
And yet of such fastidious taste 

He never found the best too good” 


Among the sturdy band of our district’s pio- 
neers, who half a century ago blazed track and 
cleared the road, strove to uplift the communi- 
ty to a conception of higher things, and won 
success not often enjoyed by those engaged in 
such enobling warfare, none is worthy of high- 
er honour than the late Joseph Weston. How 
well he fought, only his contemporaries of 
those days could tell us were they with us now. 
But alas! He was the last survivor of that 
patriotic group who guided the destinies of our 
district in the sixties and seventies of the last 
century. 

Arriving in Kiama in 1856 when 
macadamised roads were unknown, when the 
bulk of the rich farmlands of the Illawarra 
were still clothed with virgin bush, when the 
means of communication with the outer world 
were limited to an intermittent and comfort- 
less service of small steamboats, and the rail- 
way was still undreamt of, he soon settled into 
his place with a stern resolve to leave things 
better than he found them. We can only now 
refer to a notable few of the many projects he 
carried to a successful issue. 

In 1863 he founded the Kiama Independent 
which holds its place among the leading jour- 
nals of the South Coast. His life in Kiama is 
faithfully mirrored in the columns which he 
controlled so long and ably. Saturated, as he 


was, with the best instincts and traditions of 


British liberalism, it is not surprising to find 
that he was a strenuous political partisan 


from the times of the old Parkes Party and 
onward. Co-operation among the farmers was 
an ideal he cherished and struggled for, and 
the first great blow struck against what was 
known as the “great Sussex Street Agency 
curse’ was struck by his hand. (By the way, 
how many are now living who can remember 
the trenchant letters of ‘Dairyman’ and the 
many speculations as to the writer’s identity?) 
Co-operative manufacture and marketing of 
our dairy produce as we know it today, has its 
founder in Joseph Weston. 

Among the many fields of activity which 
appealed to him might be included the Kiama 
Agricultural Association, the Kiama 
Municipal Council, Kiama Hospital, of which 
he was a Life Member and for many years 
President, and the Kiama Gas Company. Of 
this latter organisation he was a director for 
many years, filling the chair until feeble 
health made attendance to his duties an 
impossibility. 

He was a devout member of the Methodist 
Church of which he was one of the local 
trustees, and his simple faith was truly reflect- 
ed in his works. A very old member of the 
Kiama Samaritan Lodge, as he was, it was fit- 
ting that his interment should be honoured by 
the rites of the Ancient Order of Freemasons. 

The writer has a vivid recollection of him in 
his prime, moving along the streets of the little 
town he served so long and faithfully, with 
erect well knit frame, and alert manner, genial 
smile and hearty address. 

Now that this place knows him no more, let 
us keep his memory green. It is in the hope that 
the public - too often forgetful in the services of 
their prominent citizens - may be reminded of 
their obligations, that the writer pens this 
brief and imperfect tribute to the memory of 
one whom he knew and admired in bygone 
days.” 
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In their father’s passing, the reins of the 
Kiama Independent passed on to two of his 
three children, John McLean Weston and 
Mary Weston. A second daughter, Miss 
Eleanor Weston, played no role in the com- 
pany and largely concentrated on organising 
community events and fundraisers. 

John and Mary had joined their father in 
managing the newspaper some years before 
his death, a fact which was evident in the 
altered style of writing and the appearance 
of more women’s-type news items, such as 
the happenings in the lastest editions of New 
Idea and Everylady’s Journal. 

It was also evident in the many weddings 
which were reported and which featured 
every delightful detail from the bride’s 
trousseau to the colour of the plumage which 
often billowed from the mothers-of-the 
brides’ hats. 

In taking the reins of the newspaper, John 
and Mary found themselves entrusted with 


the enormous task of not only reporting 
the news, but helping to shape and lead the 
community. This task was not assisted by 
the fact that the two siblings guided the new- 
paper through the grimmest era of the 
Kiama Municipality; a period which includ- 
ed two world wars and a crippling depres- 
sion, 

Indeed, good news was difficult to come by 
and yet the couple continued with the 
earnest understanding that the role of a 
community newspaper was to not just deliv- 
er the bad news, but act as a faithful and 
reliable companion for its readership, high- 
lighting reasons to be hopeful where none 
appeared to exist. 


PHOTOS: The son and daughter of 
Joseph Weston - John McLean Weston 
(left) and Mary Weston (right) took the 
reins of the Kiama Independent follow- 
ing his passing. 
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Kiama 
Telephone 
Exchange 


Telephone communication 
in Kiama was well on the way 
to being established in July, 
1911, when the work of erect- 
ing the poles for the service 
was reported as “progress- 
ing”. 

The poles were “fine speci- 
mens of iron bark and no 
ornament to the town”. Thirty 
names had so far been sub- 
mitted as subscribers from 
9am to 8pm daily (Sunday 
excepted). 

A commitment was given 
that when 50 subscribers 
were on the exchange, a con- 
tinuous night and day service, 
including Sundays, would be 
provided. The list of charges 
included: “Up to 2 miles of 
office, annual rent £3 ($7.50); 
every extra quarter of a mile 
10s ($1) extra per annum; for 
each call from subscriber to 
any other subscriber to the 
exchange, half-penny per call; 
calls from others to sub- 
scribers, free; from subscriber 
Kiama exchange to Jamberoo, 
Shellharbour, Dunmore, 
Albion Park, 2d (two cents) 
per call.” 

By November, 1911, the 
exchange was open for busi- 
ness with a list of the first 36 
subscribers being published. 
The prestigious No 1 tele- 
phone number was given to 
the Kiama Cottage Hospital. 
All numbers were attached to 
business premises, with the 
exception of three residential 
connections. 

1. Kiama Cottage Hospital 

2. State Quarry 

3. Ryan and Wheeler 
(solicitors) 

4. K Ryan (residence) 

5. Doctor Beith 

6. Commercial Bank 

7. George Knight 

8. John McCaffrey (Brighton) 

9. Joseph Weston (Kiama 
Independent) 


‘Sensible’ fashion for train travel 


“According to.a bulletin issued by the Chicago railroad compa- 
nies, over 50 women were injured in October and 40 each in 
August and September, owing to tight skirts and high heels. The 
companies suggest that women ought to dress sensibly when 


travelling.” 


Amaki Cottage Cafe — 4232 1214 


Enjoy casual cuisine from an extensive menu, blackboard specials, freshly 
baked cakes and slices. Open 7 days with dinner Friday and Saturday. 


Future Pastimes — 4232 2594 


New Age books and music — crystals galore. Tarot, Feng Shui cures, 
aromatherapy supplies, herbs and spells, myth and magic. 


Kiama Artisan Trading — 4232 4608 
Offering an unusual collection of unique antique furniture, tribal rugs, 
artifacts and decorator items from artisans around the world. 


Kiama Sidewalk Confectionery Cottage — 4232 1388 
Specialising in quality confectionery, gourmet teas, coffees, cordials, jams, 
mustards, sauces, honey and gift boxes, Australian crafts, balloons and 
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bonsai. . = ; 


Kiama Kreations — 4232 1233 


Specialising in kids toys, teddy bears, nautical. and country look decorator 
gift items and crafts, dolphins, carved animals, frames, candles, terracotta 
pots, kitchen butcher blocks, country pot hangers etc. and much more. 


Pieces of Dreams — 4232 3022 


Decoupage Ostrich Eggs, Cheraz rugs, leather hats, Australian made ~ 
shirts, souvenirs, craft, local and imported gifts to suit all occasions. 


+ 


Specialty Shops & Eateries ina 


10. J Ahern (quarry) 

11. City Bank 

12. Doctor Fox 

13. ES & A Bank 

14. Court House 

15. Council Chamber 

16. SH Gabriel 

17. H Wheeler (residence) 

18. CM Stevenson Ltd 

19. Nesbit Carson 

20. JT Price 

21. S Wilcockson 

22. Thomas Holden 

23. R King 

24. Miss Swindells 

25. FW Bullen 

26. AL Pain (dentist) 

27. Mrs Attwater (Tory’s 
Hotel) 

28. H Boorman 

29. AW Bullen (office) 

30. RD Robinson 

31. Stephen Major (store) 

32. H Keon (residence) 

33. Illawarra & South Coast 
Navigation Co 

34. Mrs Caird 

35. Thomas Atkinson 

36. TW Daymond (Grand 
Hotel) 

By March, 1913, the 46th 
subscriber was connected to 
the exchange, the Kiama 
Pharmacy belonging to Mr W 
McInnes Nish. 
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The Terrace is One of Kiama’s Most Historic Building 


Brighton Upgrade 

It was news in April, 1911, when Mr 
John McCaffrey, of the Brighton 
Hotel, employed “a more efficient and 
economical lighting scheme” with the 
installation of his own gas-making 
plant. The light produced was 50 per- 
cent better than that supplied by coal 
gas and a quarter of the cost. 

“The gas is called safety air gas and 
is composed of a mixture of 98 per cent 
air and two per cent petrol, and there 
is no doubt that it gives an exceptional- 
ly fine brilliant white light. The 
machine which converts the air and 
petrol into gas is a most ingenious con- 
trivance, simplicity itself and the 
invention of a Melbourne man named 
Quirk. It is patented as ‘Quirk’s Safety 
Air Gas-Making Machine’... the beauty 
of the invention is that it works just as 
successfully for s single light as it does 
for any great number up to its full 
capacity which is 100 lights of 60 can- 
dle power each...Mr McCaffrey intends 
to connect it to his stoves, bath heaters, 
ranges and the laundry, and on the hot 
air principle drive fans in the cool 
room which will at least save an 
expense of £20 a year for ice.” 

Kiama Independent 
April 26, 1911 

The Brighton was up for some major 
renovations and extensions in 1912, 
the plans creating such attention that 
an artist’s impression was published 
in Sydney’s Sun newspaper. The reno- 
vations involved demolishing the back 


Complexes 
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Pots of Taste — 4232 1149 


Bright and colourful range of pots, tassles and wall plaques, mobiles, 
windchimes and flower pot people, garden statues and fountains. 


Ritzy Gritz New Mexican Grill — 4232 1853 


New Mexican Cuisine. Home made desserts, dine or drink licence — Bar 
menu, margaritas, pina coladas our specialities. Bookings advisable. 


Sparkle & Hide — 4233 1700 


> 


Specialising in quality leather. Jewellery for all tastes and ages. Beautiful 
evening bags, pashminas and hair accessories... and the unusual! 


Terrace Book Shop — 4232 3155 


The latest and the best books for adults and children, as well as classic 
CDs, prints and special orders. 


* © & “ =~ Terrace Glory Box - 4232 1147 


Specialising in exclusive gifts, beautiful novelties, fine bone china, lamps, 


much, more. 


The Terrace Gift Shoppe — 4232 1072 


lace and tablecloths, toiletries, Australian made souvenirs and much, 


56009 


Specialising in English sweets, beanie kids (exclusive), airplants, silver 


jewellery, Coalcraft (exclusive), Australian made T-shirts and hats, 
souvenirs, Kiddies Korner. 


This photograph was taken at the east end of Terralong Street in 1913. 


portion of the old building. A three- 
storey brick structure was to be built 
in its place featuring a large dining 
room seating 100 guests, a billiard 
room, storeroom and 27 bedrooms. 

An “up-to-date motor garage” was 
also planned together with “the latest 
sanitary and ventilation appliances” 
and a state-of-the-art kitchen. The 
building was to be 105 feet wide and 
124 feet deep. 


The Wants of Jamberoo 


In September, 1911, the Minister for 
Works, Mr Griffith, met a delegation 
of Jamberoo citizens wanting to dis- 
cuss the welfare of Jamberoo, specifi- 
cally the need for a water supply and a 
rail link with the South Coast Railway 
Line. 

The deputation asked that, once the 
water needs of the Kiama community 
were met, steps be taken to “preserve a 
water supply to the people _of 
Jamberoo... while they had no objec- 
tion to the Kiama scheme, they desired 
that the riparian rights of the owners 
below the Fountaindale Creek should 
be maintained”. 

The deputation then asked that a 
trial survey be made with a view to 
constructing a loop line of railway, 
breaking off at a suitable point 
between Kiama and Minnamurra. It 
was pointed out that the district was a 
rich pastoral one with great coal sup- 
plies in the Jamberoo Mountains. 

When Mr Griffith asked whether 
there were coal mines in 
operation, the deputa- 
tion replied that there 
were none, but it would 
be a “splendid spot to 
start a State coal mine”. 

Mr Griffith said that a 
survey of such a rail link 
had been carried out, the 
cost of which would be 
£22,500 ($56,250). 

He added that the line 
would be regarded as a 
“local line” which would 
have to be financed by 
the people and traffic of 
Jamberoo. 

He did not believe the 
general community 
should “lose money on it” 
adding that if the cost of 
the line could not be 
financed with passenger 
and freight travel, the 
people of Jamberoo 
would be expected to 
make up the difference. 
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announcement in June, 1912, that 
“there is every probability of a large 
steel works being established at Port 
Kembla”. This was owing to a visit by 
Mr DG Delprat, the manager of the 
Broken Hill Prop (BHP), who had 
inspected “a fairly large area of land 
in the vicinity of Port Kembla”. 

“One great thing in favour of the 
Port Kembla site is its proposed prox- 
imity to coal and coke, and the fact 
that when the harbour is finished it 
will be one of the safest shipping ports 
in the world. It is thought at 
Wollongong that if the works are estab- 
lished in the district, close to 10,000 
men will be employed at them.” 

Kiama Independent 
June 19, 1912 


Gerringong Telephone 


Exchange 

In October, 1913, agitation brewed 
at Gerringong for the establishment of 
a “Telephone Bureau”. 

Given the “constant nagging” of 
local residents and Gerringong’s “posi- 
tion and charm on the South Coast” as 
a tourist resort, disbelief was 
expressed that the bureau had not 
been established sooner. 

The town was said to boast “sub- 
stantial shelter sheds nicely painted, 
water and fireplace provided for picnic 
parties, and two beautifully kept ten- 
nis courts at the recreation grounds in 
the centre of the town”. Ourie reserve 
was also a “beautiful picnic ground”. 
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Kiama Council Chambers 

With the Kiama Council Chambers in 
Terralong Street being so run down as to be 
“almost beyond repair”, Council in June, 
1911, resolved to build and furnish a new 
administrative base and town hall on a site 
set aside by the Government for that purpose 
in Manning Street, between the ES&A Bank 
and the School of Arts. 

In 1912, the council wrote to the Minister 
for Public Works, asking for permission to 
borrow £2000 ($5000) to finance the project. A 
committee consisting of aldermen Pike, Orr, 
Atkinson and Lean was then established to 
prepare plans and specifications for the pro- 
posed building. 

The plans were prepared by Mr Alex 
Johnston, of Berry, and included office rooms 
which would be made available for let and “all 
the necessary rooms for carrying on the work 
of Council, besides a public hall which could 
be used for meetings, entertainments etc”. 

In January, 1913, an inquiry into council’s 
request for the £2000 loan was held in Kiama 
by Mr RE Jones, an officer of the Public 
Works Department (PWD). At the time of 
commencement of the inquiry, however, only 
three people were in attendance, the town 
clerk, one alderman and one ratepayer. 

Mr Jones was angered by the low atten- 
dance, complaining that it was apparent the 
Kiama people “didnt care” what happened 
with the town hall project. He said that 
unless evidence could be forwarded to the 
contrary, he would be forced to decline coun- 
cil’s request. Alderman Carson countered 
that it was believed the enquiry was being 
held to hear evidence against the project and 
the low attendance had in fact demonstrated 
that there was little, if no opposition. 

Constable Pearse, who arrived later, added 
that there was only one licensed hall in 
Kiama with a holding capacity of about 1000 - 
the Oddfellows Hall. “He thought there was a 
necessity for another hall for the entertain- 
ments in the town, and a smaller one would be 
very convenient to accommodate functions too 
small for the existing hall.” It was stated that 
the buildings would be self-financing, with an 
estimated £65 ($162) being expected from 
engagements held in the hall each year while 
£88 ($220) was estimated from office space 
rental. 

The PWD ultimately approved the loan, 
but it coincided with an “advance” in the mon- 
ey market when council was told that if it 
wanted to continue with the loan application, 
it would be at a higher rate of interest. 
Deciding that it could not afford the new 
interest rate, council shelved the entire pro- 
ject. 

This was until mid-1913 when the matter 
was again raised. A public referendum was 
held in the following August asking whether 
the town hall, council chambers and offices 
to-let should be built. The public favoured 
construction of the council chambers and 
offices immediately at a cost of £1500 ($3750). 
Provision was to be made to build a town hall 
“at some future date”. 

It is interesting to note that just 31 of 198 
ratepayers voted in the referendum, the deci- 
sion to build the council chambers and offices 
only being carried on the vote of just 23 peo- 
ple. 

Construction of the new Council Chambers 
proved slow moving which was probably more 
a statement that a war was in progress than 
anything. The foundation stone of the Council 
Chambers was laid in February, 1915, by 
Mayoress Mrs Thomas Love. In a cavity 
beneath the stone, a bottle containing parch- 
ment, coins and copies of Kiama and Sydney 
newspapers (dated February 10, 1915) was 
laid. 

The building was to be made of brick on a 
concrete foundation and featuring classic ear- 
ly Georgian architecture and including a por- 
tico supported by four stone pillars 20 feet 
high. The ground floor offices would be let 
while the Council Chambers and offices 
would function upstairs. The offices were to 
accommodate architect HE Ross & Rowe, and 
contractors Brown and Haynes. 

By May, 1915, the almost completed build- 
ing began attracting comment on its design, 
the Illawarra Mercury saying that it resem- 
bled “a very small man with a huge mous- 
tache”, remarking on the four, huge pylons 
which were a feature of the relatively small 
building. 

In August, 1915, it was announced that the 
old Council Chambers would be disposed of 
by public auction. 


. oan ia ae 
cinta Cte Yee) Naess: - . 
= 53 DAN aici EIT esata, irae 
: NCE ai sk 


Kiama’s new Council Chambers, officially opened in 1915. 


Garbage Tip 

It seems hard to believe that, even as 
Kiama agitated for the construction of a new 
and impressive council chamber, two of 
Kiama’s focal points were still serving as 
garbage tips. 

Chapman Point, the site of the Kiama Golf 
Club, was spoiled by an “abominable stench” 
when “the defunct canine, the undesirable cat 
a long time dead, and an aged fowl or two, are 
not sufficiently buried beneath the debris”. 

Central Park, meantime, was “decorated” 
with “a duck puddle or two, a fine collection of 
kerosene tins, broken bottles and crockery, a 
stray bedstead and contributions of discarded 
raiment” (KI, 24.9.1913) 

The Independent suggested that Kiama 
take up a method being used in Melbourne 
where the uneven places in public parks and 
reserves were filled with city garbage before 
being covered over with soil. 

Council did eventually level the site, but 
largely with surface soil from the local quar- 
ries. By 1914, the park was considered so 
improved that Council was _ considering 
installing a bowling green. 


Storm Bay Reserve 
In January, 1914, Council announced its 
intention to convert the area known as Storm 
Bay Reserve (today’s Coronation Park) into a 
children’s playground. Application was made 
for £50 ($125) to provide “swings and other 
amusements for children”. 


Tar Dressing 

Terralong Street had long held the reputa- 
tion for “bumpiness” until it was reclaimed by 
a liberal top dressing of fine blue metal. This 
dressing had served the street well for many 
years until early 1917 when it began to show 
signs of wear and tear. 

This was due, in part, to recent heavy flood- 
waters which passed through town and left 
the street in a “raw state”. The Independent 
suggested that this could be alleviated by 
having the street. dressed in much the same 
fashion as those in Goulburn where the 
streets were swept thoroughly before being 
coated with hot tar and sprinkled with gravel. 
The process was found to be cheap, effective, 
effective against the weather and withstood 
the wear and tear of vehicular traffic. 

‘Added to the argument was that Kiama’s 
supply of blue metal would “even better serve 
the purpose”, its “cement-like quality” provid- 
ing greater durability. 

In September, eight months later, Kiama 
Council announced that it would topdress 
Terralong Street with a coat of tar and gravel 
as “an experiment”. 

The Independent suggested that the experi- 
ment be extended to take in the stretch of 
roadway from Mr Haffenden’s Emporium in 
Terralong Street to the Grand Hotel in 
Manning Street, it constituting Kiama’s 
major thoroughfare. 


Pioneer Creek Bridge 

In April, 1914, Jamberoo Council was 
asked to provide a bridge over Pioneer Creek 
as a means of overcoming flooding in the area. 

These calls were repeated two years 
later when the creek, which formed 
part of the busiest thoroughfare on the 
South Coast, was voted as being “cor- 
dially hated by motorists”. 

In November, 1917, aldermen met at 
the Creek to discuss ways of overcom- 
ing the flooding problem. 

In February, four months later, the 
council sought a hearing with the 
Minister for Works to have a bridge 
built over the Creek which had been so 
often flooded during recent heavy 
rains that the council was at a loss to 
keep it roadworthy. 

It was not until June, 1918, howev- 
er, that the project was progressed 
enough for Town Clerk, Gabriel Timbs, 
to submit plans for a bridge which was 
estimated to cost £1000 ($2500). 


Gerringong Lighting 

Owing to the high cost of carbide 
prices as a result of the Great War, 
together with the vandalism and theft 
of the town’s 18 street lamps, 
Gerringong township was, by 1917, 
devoid of any street lighting. 

Gerringong Council, as a conse- 
quence, found itself in the “anomolous 
position” of having struck a lighting 
rate without providing any street 
lighting. 

In October of that year, Mr William 
Bergin proposed to alter this predica- 
ment by presenting Council with a 
scheme to light the town by electricity. 

Mr Bergin’s estimate was regarded 
as abnormally low, the cost of the wire 
being based on a special offer by a 
Sydney firm which would only remain 
open for a week. 

From opinions expressed by the 
aldermen, it was apparent the offer 
would have been taken up immediate- 
ly, had they not faced the additional 
issue of an increase in rates to finance 
the scheme. 

Discussion of the proposal was 
deferred until a future meeting when 
it was hoped the inclusion of the 
School of Arts and local churches 
might help pave the way. 

Ultimately, the council resolved to 
re-establish and upgrade its current 
carbide gas scheme, believing that an 
additional rate increase was too much 
to bear in the middle of a war. By May, 
1918, the lights were switched back 
on, the new lamps being “so bright and 
gay they made a _ horse shy’. 
Ratepayers were assured _ that 
although the ongoing, high cost of car- 
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bide would cost them an additional £12 ($30) 
a year, it was expected to assume “normal 
price proportions” at the conclusion of the 
war. 
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KIAMA COTTAGE 
HOSPITAL 


Operating Theatre 

The foundation stone of the Kiama Cottage 
Hospital operating theatre was laid on June 
22, 1910, by Mr George W Fuller, MP. Mr 
Fuller had shown great interest in the hospi- 
tal over the years, leading the subscription 
list for the extension with 100 guineas, and 
each year had giving a generous donation to 
the funds. 

“...The stone was then lowered and placed 
in position, to remain as a memento in the 
coming years of a thoughtful generosity with a 
desire to soften the suffering of afflicted 
humanity on the part of him who took a 
prominent role in the ceremony, and of those 
who had helped according to their means and 
kindness of their hearts with so good a work.” 

Kiama Independent 
June 25, 1910 

The operating theatre and anaesthetic 
room was Officially opened on March 11, 1911, 
by Miss Edith Fuller (Mr Fuller’s sister) of 
Dunmore. The addition was built of brick 
with a tiled roof by contractor, Mr Elliott, of 
Nowra, under the supervision of Mr N White, 
of Kiama. The ward was described as being 
completed in so up-to-date a manner as to be 
“second to none out of the cities”. 

“Mr White chose the gas fixtures, which 
even at a superficial glance will be noticed for 
their utility and good taste, the one above the 
operating table a marvel in facility of adjust- 
ment and beautiful light given. Upon the fin- 
ish and style of the room, Mr White is to be 
highly congratulated, also the builders. 
Spotless tiles line the walls, and the room is 
most excellently lighted from the south by a 
large, plate-glass bow-window extending its 
width. The operating table, taps and fittings 
are of nickel. The operating table is one of the 
latest, hollow, it may be filled with hot water 
and in adjustment and easy altering of posi- 
tion it is marvellously constructed... In the 
anaesthetic room is the latest and most effi- 
cient thing in sterilising plants, with two 
tanks in number, containing about 20 gallons 
each. In the sterilisers for instruments and 
dressing the work is done by superheated 
steam; the plant is heated by gas.” 

Kiama Independent 
March 15, 1911 

In a move which signified the progression 
of women’s rights, Miss Fuller not only 
opened the ward, but gave a speech. She said 
that an operating theatre was a necessary 
addition to any hospital, and in this present 
“age of operations”, a hospital could not “very 
well be without one”. 

“It would be a great comfort to the medical 
profession to know that when an operation 
was necessary, they had a building at their 
disposal fully equipped in every respect, and 
she trusted that it would not only be a comfort 
to the medical profession, but also to the 
patients.” 

Miss Fuller was presented with “a hand- 
some gold key” in appreciation of her kindness 
in performing the ceremony. Miss Fuller said 
that she would treasure the key all her life. 
Dr Beith was then presented with a Tabloid 
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medicine case, containing hypodermic 
syringe, tabloids and other requisites, 
in recognition of his interest shown in 
the operating theatre, including the col- 
lection of £178 ($445) in funds and trav- 
elling to Sydney to personally choose 
the equipment. 

In November, 1916, Mr Fuller donat- 
ed the funds to construct a private ward 
as a wing of the hospital in memory of 
his wife, Sarah, who died in 1913. The 
ward was officially opened by the 
Minister for Health, Mr Fitzgerald, in 
January the following year. 


Matron Barron Retires 

Matron Barron, the Kiama Cottage 
Hospital’s first matron, retired from her 
position in 1910 after 23 years’ service. 
The reason cited for the retirement was 
ill-health. In the wake of the announce- 
ment, the Independent published a 
glowing tribute to Miss Barron. It 
reflected a person of generous character 
whose interest in the hospital extended 
far beyond professional commitment. 

“From the day the hospital was 
opened Miss Barron has been its hon- 
oured and self-sacrificing Matron... Few 
hospitals in the State have a finer record 
according to its capacity, for good service 
done to humanity in alleviating sickness 
and suffering, and with that history 
Miss Barron has been identified. The 
old and infirm have had her ministra- 
tions for long and weary months when 
human patience must have been taxed to 
the utmost. Her care and patience have 
taken them to the borderland in gentle solici- 
tude when there was none of their own to 
smooth the journey. The traveller, by the way, 
sick in mind, body and estate, has been cared 
for, comforted and helped on his way in many, 
many instances. Creed and colour mattered 
nothing, only their need, and more of personal 
care, interest and help was given than the gen- 
eral public knew or is likely to know in the 
proud reticence of the one that gave it from a 
generous heart and hand... Her work was her 
life-interest, and in the service of the Kiama 
Hospital her best years of strength have been 
given with a high purpose... Her personal 
interest in the practical working of the hospi- 
tal has meant the saving of many pounds in 
the year for the hospital.” 

Kiama Independent 
July 30, 1910 

Miss Barron’s position was advertised and 
12 applications were received, the successful 
applicant being Miss Carrie B Whittingham, 
of Camden. Miss Whittingham had relieved 
Matron Barron in the past and her perfor- 
mance and ability had “given satisfaction to 
doctors and committee”. 

Miss Whittingham did not last long, how- 
ever, she tendering her resignation in March, 
1914, providing no reason for her decision 
just “regret” at having done so. Her position 
was advertised at £70 ($175) per annum and 
attracted 10 applicants. Nurse Kelleck was 
ultimately appointed, she having been 
trained at the Sydney Hospital and having 
“excellent credentials as to efficiency and per- 
sonality”. 

In November, 1915, it was announced 
that Miss Whittingham was leaving for 
service in the Dardanelles, France, to 
serve the war effort. Nurses Rita Fuller, 
McAnene and Gallon had already left 
for active duty. 


Hospital Linen Tea 

There were many ways in which the 
community raised funds and donations 
for the hospital, one of which was a 
“Linen Tea” whereby the ladies who 
attended donated items of linen to be 
used at the hospital. 

An afternoon tea was held in July, 
1910, and organised by the acting 
Matron, Miss Wesley, and nurse, Miss T 
Colley in the Kiama School of Arts Hall. 
Fifty to 60 ladies and hospital commit- 
tee members attended. 

Items donated included 36 pairs of 
bath towels, 18 pairs of bedroom towels, 
34 pairs of pillow cases, 24 pairs of 
sheets, seven pairs ef blankets, one 
tablecloth, 12 serviettes, 12 glass tow- 
els, one milk cover and six pillows. 

Two years later, Mr George L Fuller 
again distinguished himself as a sup- 
porter of the hospital, donating “twelve 
pairs of large, beautiful blankets, twelve 
sheets and twelve large towels”. 


EDUCATION 


Life Saving Demonstration 

It was a sign of the times when, in 
February, 1910, the students of the Kiama 
Superior Public School received a demonstra- 
tion in life saving skills from Mr G Williams, 
Secretary of the Royal Life Saving Society of 
NSW. 

The lecture embraced land drill and rescue 
and resuscitation work, together with a prac- 
tical demonstration of these skills at the 
Kiama gentlemen’s baths. 


Medical Inspections 

The poor health and neglect of some 
Australian school children was evidenced by 
the “experimental” introduction in 1912 of 
medical inspections at state-run schools. This 
entailed the visit of a doctor in the company of 
four nurses whose task it was to “find out the 
cases that are neglected, and report to the par- 


ents”. 
Physical Exercise (PE) 

A program introduced to state schools 
which involved physical exercise classes was 
worked to great credit at Kiama Public School 
which, in March, 1913, was singled out from 
all schools in the state at a Sydney confer- 
ence. 

In her address, Dr Gertrude Halley, 
hygiene chief for the Education Department, 
said that in no school in the state were the 
physical exercises applied so well as at 
Kiama. She said that, at Kiama, “the basic 
principle in each movement was understood 
and there was no straining”. 


Technical Dressmaking 
In February, 1917, a new term commenced 
in technical dressmaking at the Kiama 
School of Arts. The term, which involved 
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say ‘cabbage’. 


Yes, but what if she wants to look happy? 


Say ‘Cheese!...cabbage...bosom?’ 


Have you ever looked at those stern looking pho- 
tographs of the pioneers from yesteryear and won- 
dered why they looked so stern? Apparently, it was 
not always a reflection of difficult, hardy times. 

To follow is a priceless piece - the instructions 
given to those who sat for a portrait at the turn of 


“When a lady sitting for a picture would compose 
her mouth to a bland and serene character, she 
should just before entering the room say ‘bosom’, 
and keep the expression into which the mouth sub- 
sides until the desired effect in the camera is evi- 
dent. If, on the other hand, she wishes to assume a 
somewhat nobler bearing, not suggestive of sweet- 
ness, she should say ‘brush’, the result of which is 
infallible. If she wishes to make her mouth look 
smaller, she must say ‘flip’, but if the mouth is 
already too small and needs enlarging, she must 


Kiama Independent, December 3, 1913 


This photograph, dated in 1877, shows Dr Harman Tarrant’s grand old residence, located 
in Terralong Street in the vicinity of today’s Centrepoint Arcade. 


three lessons in “cutting, making and draw- 
ing’, Was open to junior and senior students. 

The classes were conducted by Miss Small 
who had successfully conducted the classes 
on the South Coast “for a number of years”. It 
had proven to be “the most excellent instruc- 
tion which may be received”. 

Eight students who had been sent for 
examination in 1916 successfully passed, four 
of whom “took honours”. 

A Technical College Exhibition and fete 
was held in the Oddfellows Hall in Kiama, in 
November, 1919, when a display of students’ 
work in dressmaking for children and adults, 
was held. 

The prizes included: Child’s Cotton Dress: 
lst Miss Gwen East (Kiama); 2nd Miss Renie 
Chittick (Gerringong). Night Dress: 1st Miss 
Bailey (Nowra); and 2nd Miss Gwen Love 
(Kiama). 


P&C Association 

The Kiama Public School Parents and 
Citizens’ Association was formed at a meeting 
on June 6, 1918, after being called by the 
Principal of the school, Mr T Gilmour. The 
purpose of the board was to “encourage the 
teachers and help the school in many ways”. 

Meeting chairman, Mr A _ Nicholson, 
endorsed several projects which were under 
consideration, including the erection of a 
School Honour Board and to “secure a recruit 
and insure him, for which £20 would be need- 
ed”. He believed that a membership of at least 
200 could be accomplished. 

Mr Farquharson moved that the associa- 
tion be formed and this was carried. Mayor, 
Ald W Cornford, was elected Kiama P&C’s 
foundation President for the ensuing 12 
months while Messrs Nesbit Hindmarsh and 
W Colley were elected Vice-presidents; Mr 
Higgs Secretary; and Mr Burling Treasurer. 


A ‘cheerful’ bride. 
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Surf Beach Ban 

It was with great interest we 
learned that Kiama’s popular Surf 
Beach, formerly known as Storm 
Bay Beach or Priest’s Beach, was off 
limits to surf bathing until 1911 as 
not only was the beach (up to the 
high water level mark) owned by 
the Catholic Church, but the sight 
of scantily clad swimmers was 
regarded as an offence to the chil- 
dren attending the adjoining St 
Joseph’s convent school. 

A storm erupted in the summer of 
1909/1910 however, when Kiama 
Council voted money to build dress- 
ing sheds on the beach. No sooner 
had the sheds been built than resi- 
dents and parents of the convent 
school were up in arms. 

On being reminded of the bathing 
ban, Council reversed its decision 
and ordered that the dressing sheds 
be relocated to Kendall’s Beach. But 
when news of this decision hit the 
streets, ratepayers counter-opposed 
the move, by way of a petition con- 
taining 138 signatures, which 
asked that the sheds be retained. 

At the same time, Roman 
Catholic parish priest, Father 
Michael Malone, presented a peti- 
tion signed by 45 residents and par- 
ents asking that Council stand by 
its original decision. He said that 
surf bathing still continued at the 
beach, despite the ban, and rather 
than encouraging further law- 
breaking, Council should relocate 
the sheds while stringently enforc- 
ing it previous resolution. 

With a political hot potato on the 
boil, Council considered both peti- 
tions at a meeting in December, 
1910. Ald Price said that, as so 
many residents had signed the peti- 
tion in support of retaining the 
dressing sheds at Storm Bay Beach 
and as Kiama was being promoted 
as a tourist resort, the onus was on 
council to provide “the necessary 
accommodation”. 

He recommended that Council 
“fall in with the majority...Surf 
bathing was one of the main attrac- 
tions now it had become so popular,” 
Ald Price said, “and to remove the 
sheds from the beach, which was the 
best for the purpose and most 
handy, would be a mistake.” 

Ald Pike agreed. He said that 
Council had voted the money for the 
erection of the sheds at Storm Bay 
Beach and to go back on its decision 
would “now appear childish”. He 
reasoned that a petition containing 
over 130 names should take prece- 
dence over one with only 40-odd. He 
added that surf bathing would be 
indulged at this location whether 
the sheds were there or not and, “for 
the sake of decency”, they should 
remain there. 

Ald Cornford reminded Council 
that it had previously banned 
bathing at the beach, and while this 
remained on Council’s books, it 
could not grant the wish of those 
asking that the dressing sheds be 
retained. 

He added that as Father Malone 
had the “spiritual charge of a num- 
ber of children attending the con- 
vent school”, he was justified in the 
stand he had taken. He understood 
why bathing was being opposed at 
the doors of the school and which 
was “a playground for children in 
the care of young girls”. 

The petition requesting that the 
decision to relocate the sheds be 
reversed was put to vote and lost 
five votes to two. Council gave the 
Kiama Surf Bathers’ Club (formed 
in March, 1908) six days to relocate 
the sheds to the northern end of 
Kendall’s Beach. 

The sheds were relocated, but at 
great inconvenience to ratepayers 
and tourists alike. The Kendall’s 
Beach sheds were considered “too 
far distant” and “almost inaccessi- 
ble” to the “Golden Stairs” connect- 
ing the adjoining cliffs to the beach. 


In addition to this, Kiama’s 
Storm Bay Beach had been 
promoted by the Sydney 
Tourist Bureau as containing 
dressing facilities and an out- 
cry was raised by one visitor 
who arrived to discover no 
dressing facilities, just a pile 
of wood where the sheds previ- 
ously stood. 

At a meeting held in May to 
discuss the absence of sheds at 
Storm Bay Beach, various 
speakers voiced their inconve- 
nience at having to “put an 
overcoat over their bathing 
costume to go to the beach, and 
return the same way”. 

Council subsequently lifted 
the ban on bathing at the 
beach and, in 1911, appointed 
a committee to supervise the 
erection of new sheds and surf 
bathing in general. The Kiama 
Surf Bathing Committee con- 
sisted of three aldermen and 
two ratepayers, Messrs G Tory 
and P Walker. 

Subscription lists to build 
the sheds were handed to a 
dozen collectors whose job it 
was to canvass the town. 
Kiama~ Council announced 
that it would subsidise the col- 
lection by 10s in the pound ($1 
for every $2.50 collected), together 
with start-up capital of £10 ($25). 

At a meeting of the “Kiama surf 
bathing committee” held in July, 
1911, it was decided to build two 
sheds, one for ladies and the other 
for gentlemen, on separate sites, 
each to contain six compartments. 

It was also suggested that a care- 
taker’s room be attached to the 
gent’s shed, to be let rent free of 
charge by a suitable person in 
return for looking after the sheds at 
night time. 

With regard to regulations gov- 
erning bathing at the beach, the 
committee recommended _ that 
copies of the Municipal Ordinances 
be displayed in the sheds and con- 
spicuous places on the beach. These 
Ordinances included laws that all 
persons aged eight years and over 
“bathing in any waters exposed to 
the public view, other than baths, 
shall be clad in a bathing costume 
covering the body from neck to 
knee”. Also, that “No person shall 
dress or undress or remove any part 
of his bathing costume in any place 
open to the public view”. 

It also recommended _ that 
bathing on Sundays be permitted 
up to 9am and from 2pm to 6pm. 

In September, 1911, the commit- 
tee accepted the tender of Mr 
William Walker to build a ladies’ 
dressing shed at a cost of £17 
($42.50) with a view to building a 
gentleman’s shed when sufficient 
funds were raised. 


Kiama Surf Club 


In response to the ever-increas- 
ing popularity of Kiama’s beaches, 
the Kiama Surf Club was formed in 
the summer of 1911/1912. At one of 
its first meetings held in the New 
Year of 1912, a sub-committee met 
to adopt rules for the management 
of the club and to appoint officers. 

Mr W Orr was elected President, 
Mr MF Morton MP Patron; Vice- 
presidents Messrs NE Hindmarsh, 
CB Minnett, K Ryan, William 
Cocks, G Tory, Dr Beith and Dr Fox; 
Captain Mr H Wheeler; Vice-cap- 
tain Mr ET Oram;.and commit- 
teemen Messrs FJ Kingsbury, S 
Gabriel, MR Ryan and P Walker. 
The names of Messrs Wheeler, 
Oram and Targett were submitted 
to Kiama Council as Club Officers 
whose role would include “checking 
anything improper or unbecoming 
on any part of any bather, and to 
regulate surf bathing generally”. 

Meantime, an offer by President 
of the NSW Surf-bathing Associa- 
tion, Mr Lord, to buy a life line 500 
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The original members of Kiama Surf Club in 1912. Back row: W 
Kingsbury, unknown, unknown, Ingram Thomas, S Gabriel. Centre: G Tory, H Thomas, W Kelly, J 
Bullen, A Pollack, P Walker, W Farquharson, D Walker. Front: D Duggan, S Smylie, J Murdoch, A 
Henderson and M Tidmarsh. 


yards long was accepted. 

The Kiama Surf Club proved a 
popular movement boasting 54 
members - 43 gentlemen and 11 
ladies, with “every possibility of this 
being increased”. 

At its March, 1912, meeting, the 
club reported that a shed had been 
built to accommodate a reel and 
life-saving appliances. “Badges” 
were available to “qualified mem- 
bers” at a cost of three cents each. 
Flags “as danger signals” had been 
procured while notices warning 
surfers to “bathe between the flags” 
were to be placed in position over 
the next few days. The flags were to 
be regulated each morning by the 
captain or vice-captain “according 
to the undertow”. 

A problem loomed, however, in 
that not enough people were 
attending line and reel practices. 

“A wish was expressed for all surf- 
bathers who are competent swim- 


. mers (and there are a good number 


who can hold their own in the natur- 
al art) to attend and also become 
competent in life-saving, which can 
be accomplished in a very short 
time, say about half a dozen 
lessons.” 
Kiama Independent 
March 9, 1912 

One of the club’s first fundraising 
events was a euchre party and 
social evening held in April, 1912, 
and organised by a sub-committee 
of gentlemen and a ladies commit- 
tee headed by Miss Ida Robb. The 
winner of the gent’s prize - an “up- 
to-date fountain pen” - was won by 
Master A Keeling with 11 games to 
his credit. Miss Ivy Rogers won the 
ladies’ prize of a silver vase. 

A young Master Orry Kelly, the 
son of a Kiama tailor, discovered 
early that cards were not his forte, 
he winning the “booby” prize for his 
“small score of three”. This was not 
to deter him from greater successes 
though. At a “Fancy and Evening 
Dressing Skating Carnival” held six 
months later, he took at the gent’s 
prize as “Romeo”. Later still, as a 
young man, his talents saw him 
become one of the most celebrated 
Hollywood dress designers, design- 
ing such garments as those worn by 
Vivien Leigh in Gone With the Wind. 

At a meeting held by the Kiama 
Surf Club in August, 1912, mean- 
time, it was decided that the Surf- 
bathing Trust be asked to apply for 
government funding of £250 ($625) 
to carry out improvements to the 
beach and surf life-saving activities 
including the purchase of a second 
belt. The meeting also resolved to 
agitate for the cessation of a prac- 
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tice which was almost as old as the 
township itself - the throwing of 
dead animals off Blowhole Point. 

It was stated that the pastime 
“afforded every encouragement 
towards having shark infested 
beaches”. The Blowhole Point Trust 
was subsequently written to with a 
request that the practice be out- 
lawed. 

It did not take long for the Kiama 
community to see the merits of hav- 
ing a line and reel installed on the 
beach, especially in the autumn of 
1913 when Kiama couple, Mr and 
Mrs John Pollock, were caught in a 
rip while swimming with their 
teenage daughter at Priest’s Beach 
in April, 1913. 

The stationmaster, Mr RI 
Thomas, and his son Ingram, 
attended the scene and, with the 
assistance of another, they swam 
the Kiama Surf Club’s lifeline out to 
the Pollocks who were stranded 100 
yards off shore. 

Despite working on Mr Pollock 
for two hours, the lifesavers were 
unable to revive him. On landing 
Mrs Pollock, the work of resuscita- 
tion was commenced and, judging 
from the report, it appeared that 
every member of the Kiama Surf 
Club had a turn at giving Mrs 
Pollock the “kiss of life”. 

The work was started by Mr FJ 
Kingsbury, who held a proficiency 
certificate for res- 


cue, release and 
resuscitation from 
the Royal Life 


Saving Society, fol- 
lowed by Messrs S 
Glen, O Tory, H 
Tidmarsh and Miss 
E Flynn, they at 
times being ably 
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of breathing”. After two hours of 
“splendid effort” she was sufficient- 
ly restored. 

In March, 1914, members of 
Kiama Surf Club benefitted from an 
exhibition visit by 16 representa- 
tives of the Bondi Life Savers. The 
visit included a rescue and resusci- 
tation drill on land, and a water dis- 
play with line and reel work. 

Having served the area so well, 
the activities of the Kiama Surf 
Club lapsed during the years of the 
Great War, and was not revitalised 
until a meeting was held in 
November, 1919, to re-form the 
club. At this meeting Mr WF Cocks, 
on behalf of “the old club” handed 
over a balance of £7 ($17.50). 

The new Kiama Surf and Life 
Saving Club was duly formed and 
handicap races were organised at 
the men’s baths on November 29 
with the aim of generating interest 
in membership and “bringing 
swimmers together who during the 
war let such competitions lapse”. 


Gerringong Surf Club 
Gerringong Surf Club was estab- 
lished in November, 1914, when a 
surf shed was built at Ourie Beach 
(today’s Werri Beach). Given that 
the club was founded in wartime, it 
did not thrive overly until the ser- 
vicemen returned and men were 

again available to fill the ranks. 
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‘The Great War’ 


Under the modest heading of “How the War 
Came” on August 5, 1914, the Independent 
announced the declaration of the Great War 
(WWI). It also outlined the hostilities which led 
most of Europe into battle, commencing with 
the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary and his wife in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia, by Gavrilo Princip, an 18- 
year-old Bosnian Serb student, in June, 1914. 

Just days later, Germany promised to sup- 
port Austria-Hungary in any conflict with 
Serbia, while Serbia in turn made an appeal for 
support from Russia. As Serbia mobilised its 
army, Germany urged Austria-Hungary to 
declare war on the country. In the space of a 
week, Austria-Hungary declared war in 
Serbia, prompting Russia to mobilise its army. 
In retaliation, Germany declared war on 
Russia on August 1, before invading 
Luxembourg, France and Belgium. This 
prompted Britain to declare war on Germany 
on August 4. Australia, as a consequence, was 
also at war. 

What followed were regular updates of the 
war in the Independent with whole columns 
being filled with news on the various war 
fronts. In the edition of August 15, 1914, under 
the heading “THE WAR”, sub-headings includ- 
ed “Sea Fighting in the Mediterranean’, 
“Financial Conditions In England”, “Large 
Numbers of Germans Deserting”, “Kaiser 
Reported Shot In Right Thigh” and “Two 
German Regiments Annihilated”. 

Slowly, the names of local men who had been 
killed in action began to fill the columns under 
the heading “Fallen Heroes”. Among the first 
was Private JR Fraser of the 17th Battalion, 
the son of Mr and Mrs Alex Fraser, who 
belonged to a pioneering family at Albion Park. 


Red Cross & Patriotic Society 


No sooner had troops been mobilised on the 


war front than the women of Australia moved 
into action with their own efforts to support the 
troops. On August 21, 1914, a “phenomenal 
meeting of ladies” was held in the lecture room 
of the Kiama School of Arts to form a Kiama 
branch of the Red Cross and Patriotic Society 
with the aim of providing support for men on 
the front. 

Ladies present included: Mesdames Thomas 
Love, Kieran Ryan, R Beith, W Boles, Crisp, 
Mayor, SS Wells, A Nicholson, H Fox, NE 
Hindmarsh, Yuille, Pearce, J Cope, Addison, 
Judd, Keeling, G Wells, McClintock, Inglis, 
Hart, Stevenson, Caird, Wood, Small, 
Bloomfield, Minnett, Colley and C Cameron; 
and Misses Honey, Swindells, Robb, Hunt, 
Tidmarsh, Hunt, Waldron (2), Dennis, 
Nicholson, King, T Colley, Bay and Weston. 

Mrs Love said that it gave her great pleasure 
to see so many in attendance, displaying their 
“sympathy for a patriotic cause”, adding that 
such meetings were being held concurrently 
throughout Australia. 

Mrs Beith officially moved that the Kiama 
branch be formed, this being seconded by Mrs 
SS Wells. Mrs Love was elected foundation 
President while Mrs Kieran Ryan was elected 
Vice-president and Mrs Wells Treasurer. Miss 
Eleanor Weston, daughter of the late Joseph 
Weston, was elected Secretary. 

The Kiama branch performed an extraordi- 
nary service during the war as it was through 
this organisation that many of the local 
fundraising appeals were held. The Society’s 
first project was a house-to-house collection of 
money to raise funds for the purchase of mate- 
rials to fashion into garments. This was in 
response to a list of necessary clothing and sup- 
plies required on the war front being issued by 
the Society’s head office. 

A subscription list was opened at the meet- 
ing which raised £9 ($22.50), while Miss 
Weston proposed that all material be bought 
locally and that a purchasing committee be 


appointed. This committee comprised 
Mesdames Love, Ryan, Wells, Caird, 
Nicholson, Stevenson and Bloomfield. The 
“Cutting-out Committee”, meantime, consisted 
of Mesdames McClintock, Ryan, Bloomfield, 
Addison, NE Hindmarsh, Minnett, and Misses 
Waldron and Bay. 

A separate notice, meantime, appeared in 
the Independent, suggesting that those ladies 
who were unable to attend the Red Cross meet- 
ing could join the sewing meetings which 
would be held in the School of Arts on 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons. Ladies 
attending were requested to bring their own 
needles, thimble, strong cotton and scissors for 
cutting out. 

In June, 1915, a call was made by the Kiama 
Society to complete the sewing of socks as a 
ship was arriving in Sydney within three 
weeks to transport all supplies to a hospital in 
Egypt. Also included in the Kiama shipment 
would be 32 pillow slips, 40 washers, 16 towels, 
nine sheets, eight sets of pyjamas, 10 pairs of 
socks and two large parcels of magazines. 

A balance sheet for the Kiama Society, end- 
ing June 30, 1915, showed that a total of £260 
($650) had been raised in the space of 10 
months. This included proceeds from a flower 
show and concert, Presbyterian concert, foot- 
ball match, doll’s fund, Collegiate School prize- 
money, sale of artist’s art union tickets, and 
subscriptions. The proceeds were split between 
various war charities including the Patriotic 
Fund, Belgian Fund, Belgian National Relief, 
Serbian Fund, War Food Fund, Blue Cross 
Society (horses), Sheepskin Clothing Society, 
Travelling Kitchen Fund, Motor Lorry Fund, 
the Australian General Hospital and the 
French Australian League. 

The following month, in July, 1915, the tem- 
po of local fundraising was stepped up with the 
formation of the Gerringong branch of the Red 
Cross. A Jamberoo branch was formed soon 
after. 
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The Great V 


In August, 1917, we learned that substantial 
parcels were being packed and sent by the local 
branches of the Red Cross to “the district boys 
at the front”. Each parcel - measuring eight 
inches long (20cm), four (10cm) wide and three 
(7.5em) deep - contained one pipe, one tin of 
cheese, one tin of tobacco, one tin of cigarettes, 
one tin of sweets, one tin of preserved ginger, 
chewing gum, several packets of cigarette 
papers, a packet of cough lollies or malt tablets, 
one khaki handkerchief and one pair of knitted 
socks. 


Fundraising Appeals 

A Patriotic Concert was held in the Kiama 
Presbyterian Church on August 24, 1914, to 
aid the funds of the newly-formed Red Cross 
branch. Despite the torrential rains which fell 
that evening, the church was filled to capacity, 
with every section of the community being rep- 
resented. 

The concert opened with the “grand and 
inspiring strains of Old Hundredth”, played by 
Mr James Cocks on the organ. Mr Roy Colley 
contributed three organ solos while Mr Hill’s 
“spirited violin” was also appreciated. Miss 
Nelson sang “Land of Hope and Glory” while 
Mrs Tulloch Yuille sang “The Rosary”. 

The Rev Tulloch Yuille referred to the war 
saying that it was to be “no child’s business, for 
Germany was in grim and deadly earnest”. 

“As a people we were determined that Britain 
should remain mistress of the waves and that 
the sun should never set on her Empire, and in 
consequence, much precious blood would be 
shed. The great power of Empire did not simply 
apply to the fighting line, but also in the power 
behind it, in the sympathy and great courage of 
the British people.” 

Kiama Independent 
August 26, 1914 

Rev Yuille said that the approaching north- 
ern winter would mean “a deadly time of suffer- 
ing” and it was the people’s duty to help allevi- 
ate that suffering. 

In November, plans for an “Honour Award 
Flower Show” were revealed, the proceeds also 
to aid the Red Cross. Forty-six categories were 
to be included in the show. 

As a late inclusion, a cookery contest was 
announced, the exhibits to feature 16 sections 
including fruit cakes, sponge sandwiches, cus- 
tard puffs, lamingtons and sausage rolls. At 
the conclusion of the judging, all exhibits were 
sold. The fundraising day was to be concluded 
by a show and concert in the evening. 

A War Food Fund was established by the 
Sydney Chamber of Commerce with South 
Coast dairy farmers responding well to the 
appeal. By June, 1915, suppliers of the Dairy 
Farmers Co-operative Milk Company had 
raised £130 ($323), while suppliers to the 
Fresh Food & Ice Company had raised £165 
($413), and the Farmers and Dairymen’s Milk 
Company £100 ($250). 

Donors from Kiama included S and OJ 
Alexander, Alexander Bros, GEA Grey, V and 
SN Grey, Miss A King, S Kendall, E Keys, 
James Prior, James Pike, HT Robb, WG Robb 
and HJ King. Donors from Gerringong includ- 
ed Johnson Bros, JM Miller, JRM Miller, J 
O’Sullivan and J Rankin. 

Kiama collections for the Australia Day “Ten 
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hilling Fund” for the treatment of wounded 
ustralian soldiers totalled a tremendous £556 
1390). The actual Australia Day celebration 
as held in Kiama in July, 1915, and the town 
as “gay with bunting, flags, mottoes and wat- 
e displayed at every house and business 
lace”. 

A school gathering was held when a collec- 
on for the Mother’s Fund was taken up while 
jama’s Own Pictures held a special benefit 
ight. A lolly stall stocked by members of the 
ed Cross did “a thriving trade”, returning a 
10 ($25) profit. 

A euchre party and dance held under the 
uspices of the St Peters Church and St 
oseph’s Convent social committee attracted 
0 couples and raised £32 ($80). Refreshments 
ere “very lavish” they being provided under 
1e charge of Mrs J Marley and assisted by 
lesdames Martin Ettingshausen, P O’Dwyer, 
JH Walker, H Ettingshausen, F Brown and 
ne Misses Duggan and M Marley. A bedspread 
onated for raffle by Sister Ursula of St 
oseph’s Convent was won by Mrs NE 
lindmarsh. 


Jamberoo Man Signs Up 

One of the first, if not the first local men to 
ign up for the war effort was Sergeant 
Valdron Nelson, of Jamberoo. Sergeant Nelson 
yined the First Australian Imperial Expedit- 
mnary Force in September, 1914, and was 
laced in the 2nd section of A Company which 
ailed in the Berrima. 

In the company of 16 other members from 
he force, he was placed in charge of 31 German 
risoners, including the Deputy Governor of 
lew Britain. He returned to Sydney in late 
ictober before being transported to Rabaul 
yhere he was promoted to a position with the 
irst British Administration Treasury. 


Soldiers’ Camps 

Perhaps the greatest physical evidence of 
var in Kiama was the conversion of Kiama 
hhowground into a military camp in March, 
916. The soldiers spent much of their week in 
raining while opening their doors on Sundays 
or visits by the local townsfolk. 

Kiama’s Mrs Pauline McGrath (nee 
ittingshausen), whose childhood home was 
ocated in Bong Bong Street next to the 
hhowground, said that the local children 
»0ked forward to the open days as the soldiers 
yould give them sweets and jam rolls. 

The soldiers also enjoyed visiting the 
ittingshausen home, which operated as a 
oarding house, and enjoying the creature 
omforts reminiscent of their own sorely 
aissed homes while singing communal ditties 
round the piano. 


Enemy Sightings 

Throughout the war, reports of “mysterious 
oats” were made off the South Coast, leading 
esidents to fear that Australia was in danger 
f being invaded or, at the least, under surveil- 
ance by the Germans. 

In September, 1917, Kiama residents report- 
d seeing “a good size boat” close to shore off 
.endalls Point between 10pm and 11pm in the 
vening. 

The ship showed dim lights for just a few 


minutes before they were extin- 
guished and were not seen again 
during a watch of an hour or 
more. 


“From the Firing Line” 

Increasingly, letters from local 
servicemen at the front were pub- 
lished under the heading “From 
the Firing Line”. One of the first 
letters was from Private Leslie 
Bursill whose parents had been 
cabled with the news that their 
son had been wounded just as his 
letters began to arrive. 

“14/4/15, Dear Mother, Just 
received a letter from you dated 
February 22, and as this is the 
only opportunity I will have for 
about another week I am making 
good use of it. We are in the middle 
of the fighting here; had two days 
and nights in the trenches and are 
spelling for a day or two now. One 
wants to be in the trenches here to 
understand what real war is like. 
We were opposed by the Prussians 
the other night, and by Heavens 
we shook them up a bit. It is rifle 
and machine gun fire all the time, 
with a few shells bursting occa- 
sionally... The line of trenches runs about three 
hundred miles long and we are only forty yards 
away from the Germans... It is funny to see 
chaps sleeping in the daytime here (not allowed 
to sleep at night), and shells and rifle bullets 
buzzing all over the place, and such an infernal 
row all the time, and yet we sleep like tops; also 
sit down and play cards or chew biscuits when 
we are not on watch. Generally, in the daytime, 
it is very quiet as all the troops are asleep, but at 
night the real fighting takes place. We see a good 
lot of aeroplane duels here every day. There are 
about a dozen between German and our planes 
being shot at by air guns... The Germans have 
been absolute brutes, destroying all the fine 
buildings and churches, all the fine old historic 
places have been blown to atoms... We had a ter- 
rible long march from the trenches the other 
night, it must have been fully ten miles from 
there to this place... I thought I would never be 
able to go on another yard, after each step it was 
cruel. I do not feel scared to go back in the trenches 
at all and am quite used to living on bully beef and 
biscuits. Had a bath and clean clothes today so 
feel happy. Much love to all.” 

Kiama Independent 
June 26, 1915 

Two months later, the letters from Major 
Colin Fuller were published on the permission 
of his sister, Miss Edith Fuller. The first letter, 
dated June 25, 1915, arrived from “Anzac 
Cove” on the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey, just 
prior to the massacre of ANZAC troops. 

“It is now five weeks since we landed and we 
have made no progress to speak of. The Colonel 
has not yet returned, and I have heard nothing 
of him; once anyone leaves here, either wounded 
or sick, we hear nothing of them until they are 
returned for duty. This regiment’s casualty list 
now totals 72, so you can see we are having a 
rather trying time. The regiment came out of the 
trenches last Saturday (June 19) for a spell, 


after doing 28 days straight off. But the spell is 
not what it is cracked up to be for we have been 
digging trenches every night since, starting at 
Spm and knocking off at 4am. We are putting a 
new line out in front, and while doing it the 
Turks have pretty well left us alone, with the 
exception of Tuesday night when they made a 
very faint attack, with a small party. We got sev- 
en of them killed and I think we must have 
wounded a fair number, and we were extremely 
lucky only having one wounded. It is surprising 
the narrow escapes one has. I have had bullets 
and shrapnel all around me, and last 
Wednesday morning, about 10.30am, I was 
sound asleep in my dug out when a big 6in shell 
landed about 10 feet from me, but luckily it 
buried itself well before exploding and all I got 
was to be pretty well covered with earth, and 
wakened from my sleep. It is funny also how the 
first shell or two that bursts anywhere close 
gives you a shock, and after that you don’t seem 
to care, but whenever you start shelling you get 
a start. 

We are getting plenty of bully beef and bis- 
cults, and the other day a man managed to buy 
a pound of butter (Italian and more like axle 
grease than butter) for 3/6. However, bad and 
all as it was, it soon disappeared. I also got a 
case of condensed milk - a frightful price, but we 
appreciated it all the same. Black tea gets 
monotonous after a time. One great trouble is to 
get water, we have to carry it about two miles 
and it is not very plentiful, two water bottles per 
day, a lot of it is brought by steamer from 
Alexandria... It is getting very hot, just like the 
middle of summer at home, and although right 
on the sea, we get no sea breeze. We have a swim 
at night, when we get the chance, and we also 
wash out clothes in the sea... All our sleeping 
valises have gone, and the only things I possess 
are a change of underclothing, a spare pair of 
boots and pants and my two rugs... I am splen- 
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did myself, and have lost very little condition.” 
Kiama Independent 
August 21, 1915 

In the same edition, a letter from Gunner 
Norman McClintock, who wrote to his mother 
from the Heliopolis Camp in July, 1915, was 
published. Gunner McClintock had been recov- 
ering in an army hospital from a leg injury and 
was waiting for a boat to take him back to the 
Dardanelles. He said that while he appreciated 
the “spell” in hospital, he could not wait to 
leave as the heat, which reached 110 degrees 
Fahrenheit, was unbearable. 

Gunner McClintock provided an account of 
his travels since leaving Egypt four months 
earlier and travelling on to the Dardanelles. 

“..Vow we come to the day which I’m afraid 
I’m unable to describe. It was Sunday, and 
about 4pm, those who had been able to sleep 
were awakened and realised the great deed that 
was about to be tried, and we had not long to 
wait for hardly had the day begun to break 
when the most fearful noise one could possibly 
hear shook us from our seats for we were in 
amongst about 35 battleships which had com- 
menced to shell the forts. The roaring and 
screaming of guns was awful and when dawn 
came we could see what lay in front of us - onee 
beautiful forts were being tumbled down like 
matchwood, and the cliffs everywhere battered 
and torn by the enormous shells... Then the ter- 
rible slaughter and carnage began, which only 
those who saw it could realise or imagine. The 
Turks who had lived under the murderous fire 
of our ships opened. on our infantry... all we 
could see for a while was a huddled mass of 
humanity covered in blood. I can tell you it took 
an iron nerve to stand it, but from then on we 
began to get hardened. Many of the awful sights 
I have seen I would never try to describe and 
pray that I may some day forget them... Tell all 
the boys Iam well.” 
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Soldiers’ Concerts 

Wartime for soldiers in Kiama 
was not all drill practice and train- 
ing. Various concerts and social 
entertainments were organised to 
boost the morale of those in camp. 
This included a_ social evening 
organised by the Methodist 
Soldier’s Club in April, 1916, when 
entertainment was provided by var- 
ious artists from the Kiama camps. 

A camp concert was held in June, 
1916, the “sweet voice” of Miss 
Farquharson entertaining the sol- 
diers with several songs. Mr Percy 
gave a whistle solo while Privates 
Bell, Chard, Dunne, Hall 
McCormack and Smith also pre- 
sented musical items. 

A large number of residents 
packed the Kiama Showground 
Pavilion in August, 1916, to hear a 
concert given by Mr Sid Macdonald 
and party. The musical items 
included “The Boys of the 
Dardanelles” by Dr McCarthy and 
“A Little Bit of Heaven - Ireland” by 
Miss Gwynne. 


First ANZAC Day 

A Citizens Committee was 
appointed by Kiama Council in 
1916 to attend the needs of 
returned soldiers in the district. It 
was this committee which initiated 
the celebrations and memorial ser- 
vice for Kiama’s first ANZAC Day. 

The committee resolved that a 
collection be taken up at the ser- 
vice, while Miss Eleanor Weston 
recommended that the funds raised 
be used to form the nucleus of a 
fund to assist returned district sol- 
diers, as opposed to the money 
being sent to Sydney. Mr Dennis 
supported the motion saying that 
while a great deal of money had 
been raised in the Kiama area, 
especially for the recent Australia 
Day Fund, little of it had made its 
way back to the homes of Kiama’s 
war wives and their children who 
had been “left to starve almost”. 

Sergeant McLeay agreed, adding 
that the committee should concern 
itself with seeing to the welfare of 
the local returned soldiers and “get- 
ting them employment in easy direc- 
tions”. Town Clerk, Mr Cope, said 
that a similar suggestion had been 
made to Kiama Council to allocate 
positions such as a night watch- 
man, park rangers and “other such 
easy positions” to returned service- 
men. 

On the motion of Mr Dennis and 
Mrs Jenkins, it was proposed that a 
combined memorial and religious 
service be held on April 25, in which 
the clergy representing each 
denomination would be asked to 
take part, and that the business 
houses be closed for one hour dur- 
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The township and harbour of Kiama, circa 1888. 


ing the duration of the service. 

The Mayor Ald W Cornford, Town 
Clerk and Captain Blow were 
appointed a deputation to approach 
Captain Ryan on the feasibility of 
the troops in camp taking part and 
any returned soldiers to take 
prominence of place in the proces- 
sion. 


As planned, Kiama’s first Anzac’ 


Day service was held on April 25, 
1916, on the eastern slope of 
Blowhole Point, just below the 
Flagstaff. The military were repre- 
sented by Colonel Bourke, Captain 
Ryan and the officers of the AIF sta- 
tioned in camp. 

“ANZAC DAY...The scene was an 
unprecedented one in our little town 
as the occasion in our country’s his- 
tory... The hour of service was a typt- 
cal one - ushered in under lowering 
clouds and falling rain, typical it 
seemed of a nation’s sorrow and 
tears. As the hour struck, when as a 
nation, we Australians were asked 
to hold in sacred memory our glori- 
ous dead, the sun broke forth glori- 
ously as a symbol of our Empire vic- 
tory. Col Rourke addressed the 
assembled troops and in a stirring 
speech referred to the day celebrated 
and to the undying honour attached 
to the name of those who had fallen 
at Gallipoli. ‘The Australians,’ he 
said, ‘had played the game, and a 
desperate game. None had been 
asked to do greater things or had 
better responded to the _ call. 
Previous to the war, and from the 
world’s point of view, Australia had 
not been considered in the scheme of 
things but had shown her worth 
when the need came.’... The band 
then led the singing of the hymn, ‘O 
God our help in Ages Past’, after 
which the Rev W McCallum offered 
prayer. The Rev Tulloch Yuille read 
the scripture. The hymn, a favourite 
in the trenches, ‘Abide With Me’, was 
then sung... As the noon hour came, 
all present bowed their head in 
silent tribute to the heroic dead, and 
heartfelt prayer for the victory of the 
Empire’s arms. Then clear and 
sweet sounded ‘The Last Post’, the 
hills catching the echo and the most 
impressive moment came as in 
response to the command of Col 
Rourke, the troops faced the flag 
and saluted as it was broken at half 
mast. The National Anthem was 
then played and the gathering dis- 
persed, the band marching the men 
back to camp.” 

Kiama Independent 
April 26, 1916 


The Missing 
Having been reported as missing 
in action at Fleurbaix, France, on 
July 19, 1916, the Kiama communi- 
ty rejoiced with the news that 
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The Great War 1914-18 


Sapper Herbert V Ettingshausen, 


of the 14th Field Company 
Engineers, was possibly still alive. 

Following an extensive search 
through the Red Cross by the sol- 
dier’s mother, Mrs Annie 
Ettingshausen, word arrived from 
the Red Cross information bureau 
in January, 1917, that Sapper 
Ettingshausen was not dead, as 
feared, but had been reported as a 
prisoner of war in Germany. 

The news arrived from London 
where a report on the soldier had 
been filed by one of his colleagues 
who said that he had been taken 
prisoner. “We send this to you, 
although the soldier is still reported 
missing and not on any of our pris- 
oner’s lists to date, it seems to sug- 
gest good hope of his being found to 
be a prisoner. We pray the hope 
strengthened by this report will be 
realised, in word reaching Sapper 
Ettingshausen’s mother and father 
of his well-being, even if a prisoner,” 
the cable said. 

In July, 1918, Lieutenant 
Reginald Nelson, second son of Mr 
John Nelson, of Jamberoo, was 
reported missing following the 
recent aerial activities in France, in 
which he participated. 

“The gallant airman was enthusi- 
astic in his dangerous branch of the 
service and we trust that news will 
yet come through to relieve the anxi- 
ety of his father and sisters.” 

Kiama Independent 
July 27, 1918 


The Fallen 


Before too long, news of the fallen 
began to arrive, the _ tragic 
announcement being delivered via 
telegrams enclosed in ominous, 
black-edged envelopes. 

After being alerted that their 
son was missing, and following 
almost nine months of anxiety, 
the family of Private Stanley 
Sproule, of Woodbrook 
Jamberoo, received the tragic 
news that he had been killed in 
action. Parents, Mr and Mrs T 
Sproule, were now left to wait 
for news of two other sons who 
were also at the front line. 

In November, 1915, the 
Independent published its first 
“Roll of Honour”, a register of 
local men and women who had 
gone to war and those who 
were listed as either wounded, 
or dead. By February, 1917, 17 
Kiama men had been killed, 
three from Gerringong and one 
each from Omega, Rose Valley 
and Jamberoo. 

In March, 1918, we learned 
that Mrs Stanley Kendall had 
received two letters from 
France, relaying the news of 
the death of her husband, 
Private LS Kendall, and the 
esteem in which he was held by 
his comrades. Private Kendall 
was in a pill-box - a thick- 


walled, concrete box built by the 
Huns - when he was hit by a shell 
which burst at the entrance, killing 
him instantly. Private JH 
Hotchkiss, a colleague of Private 
Kendall, wrote: 

“I needn't state how very sorry I 
am to have to write this note, but on 
behalf of the boys of this section, 
Stan’s mates, I am writing to offer 
our very deepest sympathy... his 
death was a very real and personal 
loss to every one of us. I am forward- 
ing in parcel with this, his pocket 
book and case of pipes, exactly as 
taken from him.” 

Kiama Independent 
March 13, 1918 


“Welcome Home” 

As the local soldiers began arriv- 
ing home, a citizen’s “Welcome 
Home Committee” was formed in 
Kiama. The committee ensured 
that all soldiers returning to the 
district received a heroe’s welcome. 

One such welcome was held in 
November, 1917, when the 
Oddfellows Hall was packed to cele- 
brate the efforts of three soldiers, 
Privates Harry Smith, J Henderson 
and A Hindes. Gold medals were 
presented by the Mayoress to these 
men and others who had returned. 

“The Mayor extended a hearty 
welcome to Privates Smith, 
Henderson and Hindes, congratu- 
lating them on being spared to come 
back again to the home town, where 
they were glad to see them. He trust- 
ed their native land would restore 
the strength that had been theirs, 
when they offered service for King 
and Country.” 

Kiama Independent 
November 21, 1917 

Private Smith, in responding, 
said that he and his comrades were 
grateful for the support, but sad- 
dened at the number who had fallen 
and would never return home. He 
urged residents to support “the 
great proposition” which would be 
made on December 20, 1917, when 
further volunteer servicemen 
would be called. 

In February, 1918, a “Welcome 
Home” public tea and presentation 
was held in the Gerringong School 
of Arts in honour of four men, 
Privates P Kelly, C Bignell, H Cooke 
and B Parrish. Gold medals were 
presented by Mr Campbell. 

Sergeant D Wilson, of Foxground, 
was welcomed home with a social 
held at the home of Mr and Mrs W 
Scott. He was presented with a 
safety razor and silver shaving set 
while speeches were made by 
Captain Blow and Messrs T 
Thompson, C English, T Speer, A 
Johnston, George Johnston and J 
Devery. 

Gunner Norman McClintock, an 
Anzac with over four years service 
with the AIF, most of it on the firing 
line, was welcomed home following 
the war by a large community 


turnout in November, 1918. 

“As the train drew in, ‘Home 
Sweet Home’ was played; ‘He’s a 
Jolly Good Fellow’ greeted him and 
the confetti flew as the returned hero 
made his way accompanied by his 
mother, to where the Mayor awaited 
to extend a welcome on behalf of the 
townspeople... Gunner McClintock 
gave a graceful little speech in 
thanks. He felt the welcome given by 
old friends and the people of his 
home town more deeply than he 
could say. The kindness received by 
the Red Cross, the YMCA and other 
war workers would remain with the 
soldiers as long as memory lasted.” 

Kiama Independent 
November 27, 1918 

Gunner McClintock’s _ brother, 
Private Aub McClintock, was still 
overseas in March, 1919, the last 
word his family receiving of him 
was that he had been taken to a 
hospital in Port Said. No further 
news of his condition had been 
received. — 

In April, 1919, Private R Vidler, 
of Jamberoo, arrived home on the 
evening train in the company of his 
wife who had travelled to meet him 
in Sydney. As his arrival coincided 
with the Wednesday half-holiday, 
news of his homecoming was diffi- 
cult to circulate, although there was 
still “an appreciable crowd” in 
attendance, including the Mayor of 
Kiama, when he alighted. 

Mr and Mrs Vidler was transport- 
ed home by motor car, again amid 
the cheers of the community. 


Memorial Services 
In November, 1917, a memorial 
service was held at the Gerringong 
Church of England in memory of 
those who had fallen, including 


Messrs Cecil Howard, Jack 
Donovan, Lindsay Parrish, Lewis 
Knight and Norman Dark. 


In August, 1918, a March of 
Freedom open air service was held 
when returned servicemen 
marched from the Drill Hall in 
Manning Street through local 
streets to Kiama Showground. The 
following day, another contingent of 
local men was farewelled to the 
front. 

“Quite a large crowd gathered at 
9.30 at the Town Hall to see them off 
and they left amid cheers. In the 
advance were the boys of the differ- 
ent schools, and like little warriors 
they kept step, drill was apparent in 
their bearing. Flags were carried 
and conspicuous was the large 
Australian flag carried by the 
Convent boys... The Mayor and civic 
officers accompanied the men to the 
boundary.” 

Kiama Independent 
August 21, 1918 

A tree planting ceremony took 
place in the grounds of the Kiama 
Church of England in September, 
1918, when 21 trees were interred 
by relatives of the fallen. 


War Chest Fund 


A War Chest Fund was opened by the com- 
munity in aid of the returned soldiers and 
various fundraising activities were held to 
boost the coffers. This included a War Chest 
Concert on November 8, 1918, which was 
organised and trained by Miss Eleanor 
Weston, a renowned pianist. 

The concert opened with an “Impromptu 
Tableau”, proclaiming Peace and Victory for 
Britain and her allies. The first item of the 
evening was march by War Chest workers, 
the music supplied by Miss Mary Beith. A 
monologue, “Fallen Comrades”, was present- 
ed by Sergeant Purnell, followed by songs by 
Misses Lilian Gibson and Dorothy Goodwin. 

“Little War Chest workers in Lulu Nicholl, 
Iris Lockett, Lorraine Blow, Isabel Blow, L 
Melvaine and Elsie McLeay, Una Hunt and 
Bette Miller sang prettily ‘Playmates’, Georgie 
Lockett and Mavis Gibbs as the juvenile lead- 
ing lady and gentleman... A comic song by 
eight boys in G Colley, O Love, C Dyer, E 
North, H Baker, H Robertson, R Torbett and R 
Boles was an hilarious item. Six laddies 
hopped in representing sacks of malt, only 
smiling faces protruded from the tops of the 
bags... The second part of the program opened 
with a brilliant piano selection by Miss 
Dorothy Love”. 

Kiama Independent 
November 13, 1918 

A Moonlight War Chest Carnival was also 
held when cakes, scones and sweets were 
solicited for the refreshment booth. Mr Nesbit 
Hindmarsh, meantime, offered a number of 
choice chrysanthemum plants for sale while 
“the Burling Bushrangers”, reminiscent of the 
Kelly Gang, rehearsed their Carnival perfor- 
mance. 


Voluntary Enlistment Ballot 

In October, 1918, the Mayors of Kiama (Ald 
Cornford), Jamberoo (Ald Noble) and 
Gerringong (Ald Walker) met with Divisional 
Recruiting Staff to discuss the establishment 
of a Voluntary Enlistment Ballot. It was stat- 
ed that within the Kiama division there were 
623 men eligible for war service and that, 
according to calculations, 12 men could be 
forthcoming every three months, or an aver- 
age of one man a week. 

It was proposed that a ballot be drawn pub- 
licly every three months by a returned soldier 
who was blindfolded and asked to draw from 
numbered marbles. 


Peace 

The Kiama men were spared the anxiety of 
the enlistment ballot as, within a fortnight, 
on Monday, November 11, 1918, the war was 
announced as over. Kiama first learned that 
the Armistice had been signed when the town 
clock boomed out “47 o'clock”, letting resi- 
dents know that “something of an epoch had 
taken place”. Not since Queen Victoria died in 
1901 had the clock “departed from the even 
tenor of its striking way”. 

It coincided with the shrill sound of locomo- 
tive whistles sounding throughout the town 
and “the good old railway engines crowing a 
mighty crow”. 

“Now it proclaimed peace, after four and a 
half years of war, with its horrors and blood- 
shed. The church bells then more melodiously 
confirmed the news ‘Peace on Earth’... Then 
pandemonium broke loose.” 

Kiama Independent 
November 13, 1918 

Having learned of the cessation in hostili- 
ties, the town was said to have gone “off its 
block”. The local women led the festivities, 
putting kerosene tins “to unlawful use” by 
forming a “Jin Can Band” and making “a 
cheerful and most unholy row”. They were 
increasingly joined by other residents who 
marched “up hill and down dale”, keeping the 
celebrations going until “the wee small hours 
of the morning”. 

“Three reputable residents were observed 
dancing a break-down. There was no mistake, 
convention was forgotten; joy reigned 
supreme. Then the crowd started off in its 
peregrinations. Dinners bells, trumpets and 
tin whistles helping its cheerful and ear-split- 
ting din. Now and again a stop would be made 
when the ‘National Anthem’, ‘Sons of the Sea’, 
and ‘Soldiers of the King’ would break out 
again... Amid all the joy and enthusiasm, a 
sadness was in the hearts of those who remem- 
bered grief was with many, sorrowing for lads 
who would never return. Yet one of the hap- 
penings that will stand out in remembrance of 
that memorable celebration was the brave 


hearts and high courage that took part in 
rejoicing... To see a mother who had lost both 
her sons congratulating the mothers who 
would welcome their boys back, was some- 
thing to remember and typical of the spirit 
that has carried through the motherhood of 
the nation.” 

To celebrate the signing of the Armistice, 
November 13 was declared a public holiday 
while various community events were held 
including a peace parade which was initiated 
by the local Returned Soldiers. The proces- 
sion started at the Kiama Council Chambers 
when the Mayor, Ald W Cornford, addressed 
“the little ones” and spoke of the trials that 
children had experienced in countries over- 
run by “the German horde”. 

“The bright and happy lot of Australian 
boys and girls was given in contrast. The 
Mayor also spoke of the great feeling of glad- 
ness that was, in the hearts of the Empire 
today and gratitude to Almighty God who 
favoured our cause and brought the blessing 
of peace. In feeling terms, he spoke of the debt 
of gratitude we all owe, to the brave men who 
fought the Empire’s battles. The National 
Anthem was sung and three cheers given for 
our district returned men. As they stood alone 
in a little group, it was remembered that they 
alone knew what peace meant in the cessation 
of privation, suffering and death, the terrible 
scenes of battle, the roar of the guns and the 
hideous sounds of war. A retiring group they 
were, little realising the honour in which they 
were held in many hearts that day. An out- 
ward expression was the peace bombardment 
they got, in s surprise shower of 
rose leaves and confetti.” 

Kiama Independent 
November 16, 1918 

The Kiama Band then struck 
up, leading a procession through 
the streets to Church Point 
where a community picnic was 
held. 

“..@ picturesque procession it 
was too. The kiddies were much 
in evidence, the Red Cross flag 
fluttered in it, and the War Chest 
banner was held aloft in the 
midst of a bevy of bonny girls, all 
of them in uniforms of blue and 
white, dainty caps above the 
happy, smiling faces.” 

Leading the military men was 
Sergeant Purnell, followed by 
Corporal “Soldier Bob” 
Halliwell, a veteran of the both 
the Boer War and the Great War. 
Also included was Comrade W 


sons “to return no more’. 

The procession wound its way via 
Terralong Street, around the primary school 
and into Collins Street before passing on to 
Church Point via Manning and Bong 
Bong Streets. The ladies came prepared 
with picnic baskets while Mr 
Farquharson had arranged for hot 
water for beverages. 

“It seemed as the boys swung along to 
the March, that hearts beating under 
the old khaki in the peaceful surround- 
ings of Kiama, were in reality with their 
thoughts far away, on the fields of 
France where the guns had ceased. 
Their faces told it.” 

The Mayor arranged for a civic 
demonstration in the evening at which 
the Revs Reeves, ‘Torbett and 
McCallum, representing the Anglican, 
Presbyterian and Methodist congrega- 
tions respectively, addressed the gath- 
ering. An apology was received from 
Father Malone who was called to givea | 
service at St Peters Church. | 

The crowd then went off “making a | 
joyful sound”, the noise of the tin can 
band drowning out that of the Town 
Band. The celebrations continued intoa | 
third night, the same patriotic songs | 
being sung. The revellers’ voices were 
by now husky but still contained “plenty 
of heart”. 

“One aspect of the crowds that collect- 
ed, sang and marched the streets and 
banged tin cans was the good feeling 


Arnold who went with the first 
Expeditionary Force that left 
Australia for the Sudan and who 
had “given his only son” to the 
war. Beside him was Mr 
Farquharson who had given two 
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John Blow was born in County Monaghan, 
Ireland, in 1797, the son of weaver, Thomas 
Blow, and his wife, Jane (nee Goff). 

He arrived in Sydney on March 10, 1839, with 
his third wife, Ann Elliot, and four children 
(William b 1817, James b 1821, Ann b 1823 and 
Joseph b1827). They stayed at Figtree, 
Wollongong and then Avondale, near Dapto, 
where they had seven more children, John and 
Mary (b 1841), Thomas (b 1843), Jemima (b 
1844) Emily (b1846), Rebecca (b 1847) and 
Elisabeth (b 1849). 

They moved to Foxground in 1850 with their 
children as the first white settlers and selected a 
330 acre block of dense, standing scrub country 
on the floor of the valley on both sides of 
Broughton Creek. The family’ entered 
Foxground via the only bullock track, through 
Willow Vale, and around the southern end of 
Curries Hill. It has been passed down that one of 
the younger members of the family fell off the 
bullock dray and a search had to be conducted 
back along the track to find the baby. 

Their first home was constructed of split tim- 
ber slabs and bark roof on the western side of the 
creek, well above high water mark, and just out- 
side the boundary of the Berry Hay Estate. 
Here, the younger family members were born, 
Alfred (b1851), Dawson (b 1852), and Emma (b 
1857). 

A high footbridge was built over the creek to 
combat the many floods, but problems were 
experienced in getting produce out to market. 
John and Ann built a new and better home on 
the eastern bank of the creek, naming it Willow 
Glen. Part of that home still exists today. 

The Foxground valley was first known as “The 
Flying Foxes Camping Ground”, flying foxes 
having migrated there for the summer from 
northern Queensland. 

The early settlers had to live off the land on 
food such as milk, butter, home-killed meat, veg- 
etables, maize and fruit. A common diet, partic- 
ularly for the younger family members, was 
mashed potato and milk. 

The meagre family income came from setting 
the milk in large, flat dishes, skimming the 
cream and churning it into butter before packing 
and transporting the produce by horse or bullock 
dray in four gallon wooden kegs. It was taken to 
Kiama Harbour via a zig-zag track before com- 
mencing the journey to the Sydney market. 
Later, a jetty was built at Boat Harbour, 
Gerringong, when the butter, pigs etc were tak- 
en out via Willow Vale. 

There are several stories of how the name 
Broughton Creek, came to pass. Through the 
Blow family, it was said to be named after an 
aboriginal called Billy Broughton who murdered 
a cedar cutter for paying him with a bag of sand 
instead of sugar. He escaped down the water 
course to avoid leaving tracks. 

Some say it was named after the Broughton 
aboriginal tribe that inhabited the area. A third 
version is that it was named after Bishop 
Broughton, an Anglican bishop of the area. 


Kiama Independent, Wednesday, October 25, 2000 
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The creek once abounded with fish, namely 
brown bass, herring, black and speckled eels, 
mud gudgeons, striddles and mountain trout 
(red tail). There was also cucumber mullet 
which is now believed to be extinct and which 
derived its named from the smell it emitted 
when pulled from the water, just like a freshly 
peeled cucumber. 

The first home was served by water reticulat- 
ed from a spring in a cabbage tree water line. 
This was made from lengths of cabbage tree log 
which was split in half and hollowed with an 
adze before being laid one over the other, down 
the hill from the mountain spring. 

The early Blow families were of the Anglican 
faith and Dawson donated land on which 
churches were built. He also served a record 27 
years as a minister and warden. The minister of 
that area drove a buggy and horses from Kiama 
each Sunday for service, after lunch with the 
Blows, so that the parishioners could be home in 
time for milking. 

In later years, the church became Uniting and 
the Church of England, Presbyterian and 
Congregational ministers visited alternately. 
Past ministers of the era included Rev William 
Nuttall, Rev Ernest Frederick, Bright, Hope, 
Hugo Hume (affectionately known as Jackie 
Hume) and Rev Jack Christian. They were 
under the control of Rev Watkinson from Kiama. 

Sunday School was also conducted weekly. 
The last church was totally destroyed by fire on 
October 9, 1954, and was not replaced. 

Entertainment was largely confined to house 
parties where a large room or verandah was 
cleared for dancing to the music of a violin, 
accordion or such instrument. A wide variety of 
indoor games was also played including cards, 
blind man’s buff, poor poosie, hokie pokie, spin 
the plate, number guessing, pin the tail, quoits 
and weight guessing. 

Corn husking parties were once the “in thing”, 
and once the corn was all husked a party would 
be held for all. One resident, Mr William Scott, 
built a large barn specially for the purpose and 
many happy nights were spent in that barn. 

When a young couple were married and took 
up residence they were always “tin kettled”, 
meaning a surprise party would be held with the 
guests loudly banging on tins, kettles and other 
such instruments, followed by a house-warming 
party. This was followed by supper which was 
sometimes provided by the new bride at the 
request of the revellers. 

Jokes were often played and on one occasion a 
young calf was put to sleep under a young cou- 
ple’s bed. Like all young calves, he woke for a 
feed in the early morning hours which naturally 
provided a hair-raising result for the newly- 
weds. 

Lights for the evening parties were first sup- 
plied by home-made candles and later by oil 
lamps. Most patrons would walk to the party 
carrying a Hurricane lantern. 

The main wooden school was built in 1886 in 
the Foxground Public Park, where it served for 


Doug Blow’s mother, Eva, is pictured as a young woman, sitting in front of a cabbage tree 


palm water reticulation system at Foxground. 


he Blows of Foxground 


The Illawarra is not only wealthy in physcial beauty but strength of human char- 
acter and Albion Park’s Doug Blow is a case in example. From his life-long history 
of service to the community to the little signs of goodwill that are posted around 
his garden, Mr Blow, 80, makes one proud to be a part of the community. Mr Blow 
is also a member of one of the oldest families in the region and the first family to 
settle at Foxground. Today, the Blows are witnessing the birth of sixth generation 
Australians and will celebtrate this fact with a family reunion to be held at 
Foxground on Saturday, October 28. The following is a history of the Blow family 
of Foxground, as handed down to him from generation to generation. 


many years. This building was later moved on 
horse-drawn wagons, a major achievement in 
the early days, to a new site near the Princes 
Highway. 

The school was built on property owned by 
Cliff Blow and was serviced by a large play- 
ground, pit toilets, weather shed and a horse 
paddock as many children rode horses to school. 

The last permanent teacher of the school was 
Mr George Horace Kemp who for some years 
rode a pushbike from Gerringong daily. He was 
required to teach six different classes in one 
room, together with pupils who had passed 
through sixth class and were not chosen to 
attend high school. 

Pupils of that period who required secondary 
education had to travel by horse, train and then 
bus to Nowra, 19 miles each way. Colin Blow was 
one of the first students to attend Nowra High 
School, a daylight until dark undertaking. The 
Foxground school was closed in 1937 and later 
re-opened on a part-time basis. 

The Junior Farmers’ movement was intro- 
duced through the school by its first supervisor, 
Mr GMD Carse, in 1931, and was instrumental 
in bringing renown to Foxground. A prominent 
local member included Cliff Emery who, after 
winning several state project championships, 
won the Rural Bank Scholarship to Hawksbury 
College. 

George Cullen was the winner of all three 
divisions of the State Calf and Cow Rearing pro- 
jects and was a prominent cattle judge. Doug 
Blow won five different state projects champi- 
onships, was five times most successful 
exhibitor at the Sydney Royal Show, was never 
defeated in a ploughing match and was chosen to 
represent the NSW Junior Farmer movement in 
New Zealand. War broke out and he went to New 
Guinea instead - still as a guest of the 
Government. 

Mail deliveries in the early days were brought 
on horseback and, until the school was estab- 
lished, there was no regular service. Mail was 
then delivered on school days and pupils deliv- 
ered mail to their own and neighbours’ farms. 

Bill Morrow for many years delivered bulk 
mail from Gerringong by horse and 
sulky, carrying a prominent sign, 
“Royal Mail”, and a regular greeting, 
“Good day! Flies are bad!” In later 
years, Austin Hahn conducted a post 
office in an iron building in the 
Foxground park. 

In and around 1902, very severe 
droughts occurred. The grasses and 
clovers were mainly of English origin 
and burnt very badly in the heat of 
summer. Feed could not be bought or 
transported in any quantity. Farmers 
felled all the trees of edible nature to 
prolong the life of their herds, but many 
still died. 

As a result of these droughts, an exo- 
dus of settlers was made to the North 
Coast where conditions were said to be 
more favourable. Among those were 
Frederick and Fanny Blow and their 
eight children who went to Tweed 
River; also Harry and Ella Blow and 
their seven children who settled in the 
Manning River area. 

Following the drought, an SOS went 
out to find a grass to stand the heat of 
dry summer conditions. Paspalum was 
introduced from South America and 
Dawson Blow was the first on the South 


Mr Doug Blow, 80, is pictured outside his Albion Park home. 
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Coast area to grow the grass. Farmers came on 
horseback from Wollongong to Milton to collect a 
little seed to propigate their own . 

In 1927, kikuyu grass was first planted by the 
Gerringong Council workmen to help consoli- 
date the approaches of a new bridge. Many peo- 
ple, including Doug Blow, stole cuttings and it 
spread rapidly. 

Potatoes were a most essential food crop so 
imagine the panic in the early 1900s when a 
virus disease called “Irish Blight” struck the 
crops. The tops quickly collapsed and the tubers 
rotted, causing a great deal of hunger. 

Tomatoes were first grown at the old Blow 
home in 1890. They were then called “Love 
Apples” and were considered to be poisonous and 
strictly not to be eaten. Blackberries were intro- 
duced to the area in the late 1800s and were 
then known as “Wild Berries”. They soon became 
a major problem as a weed. 

In the late 1930s a salesman demonstrated a 
hormone spray (24D) for the first time in the 
area on a part of the old Blow property. He said it 
would kill the berry vines in one application 
without harming the grass and stock. We all said 
he was mad, so he promptly drank a cup of the 
mixture from the spray pump. To our great bene- 
fit, he was right. 

The advent.of the rabbit was one of the major 
setbacks to farming in the area. They first 
appeared over the Saddleback ridge from 
Jamberoo and it was at first considered a treat 
and a luxury to be able to walk up there and 
shoot a rabbit. They quickly grew to plague pro- 
portions, though, and wire netting had to be 
introduced to continue growing crops. Thomas 
Blow was the first farmer to wire net his whole 
property for this purpose. 

As stumps and logs were disposed of, single 
furrow, horse-drawn ploughs were used and 
seed was covered by dragging a broad, heavy 
piece of brush behind a horse. Later, drag har- 
rows were made from wood with steel pins dri- 
ven in them. 

Cereal and pasture crops were cut with a 
scythe and a common sight was a number of men 
mowing around the field, one behind the other. 
Hay was turned during drying with a special 
turning fork and raked into rows with a wooden 
rake with wooden teeth, usually home-made. 

Sick and diseased stock were a real problem in 
early days. There were no trained veterinary 
surgeons and little was known of some diseases. 
Milk Fever was a big killer and it always took 
out the very best cows. Many were lost over the 
years until the great discovery was made that 
pumping air into the udder gave almost instant 
relief and usually saved the animal’s life. 

As the treament of sick stock became more 
known, “bush vets” began to emerge. Mr Bill 
Cullen was one of these and by day and night he 
was be observed travelling around the valley, 
helping his neighbours with their seedy beasts. 

The 330-acre Blow property was later split 
into three separate farms which were occupied 
by John’s sons, Alfred, Thomas and Dawson. 
Later, in the early 1900s, two of the properties 
were farmed by Dawson’s sons, Henry and 
Thomas. 

When Dawson retired to Kiama in 1915, the 
Willow Glen property was taken up by JW (Bill) 
Cullen, a nephew of Sir William Cullen, 
Lieutenant Governor and Chief Justice of NSW, 
and stayed in the Cullen family until 1966. The 
last member of the Blow family to occupy part of 
the old property was, until 1963, Douglas Blow, 
a great grandson of John. 
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Jamberoo Tennis Club 

The Jamberoo Tennis Club’s new 
public court, which “occupies the 
nicest corner of the recreation 
ground”, was officially opened in 
May, 1910. It was expected the new 
court would generate renewed 
interest in the club which had been 
in existence for some time but had 
lately lain dormant. 

“Irom the proceeds of a concert, 
and with a special grant, the court 
has been nicely levelled and laid 
down in ant-bed, and shortly with 
play and attention should be an 
excellent one, and will do much in 
creating interest in the healthful 
recreation. The Mayor’ and 
Mayoress (Mr and Mrs H Colley) 
were present and the Mayor, as 
President of the club, in the course of 
a neat little speech, declared the 
court open... In a community such 
as theirs, unfortunately, the male 
portion of the population were 
debarred by their duties from taking 
much part, and he (the Mayor) sup- 
posed the majority of the players 
would be the ladies of Jamberoo. 
For them as a relief from household 
duties tennis was a health-giving 
relaxation in its outdoor pursuit.” 

Kiama Independent 
May 4, 1910 

Following the official opening, 
the first set of tennis was a mixed 
doubles match played by Mr E 
Fredericks (secretary), Miss Picke- 
man (treasurer), Mr Robb (who had 
performed some good work in form- 
ing the court) and Miss Robb. Miss 
Pickeman and Mr Robb were victo- 
rious by four games. 


Kiama Tennis Club 

In 1913, or thereabouts, Kiama 
Tennis Club had become so success- 
ful that a shelter shed was built 
adjoining the court. 

‘In March, 1914, new tennis 
courts were officially opened by 
Kiama Mayor, Ald Thomas Love, in 
Central Park. Club Patron, Mr 
Prott, said that the court would 
cater to the “amusement” of towns- 
folk and visitors alike, before call- 
ing on the Mayor to officially 
declare the court open. 

“..Lhe Mayor sent a ball flying 
over the court in a masterly stroke 
and formally met the request... He 
said he would like to see the park 
well kept and devoted to recreation 
purposes, and social games and 
before his term expired, he hoped to 
be called upon to open-a bowling 
green (applause).” 

Kiama Independent 
March 6, 1914 

Dr Fox and Mr Claude Knight, 
Alderman Hindmarsh and Mr 
Boorman then played the first set. 
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Skating Carnivals 

By 1912, skating carnivals 
were all the rage in the 
Kiama district. A “Fancy and 
Evening Dress _— Skating 
Carnival” was held in the 
Kiama Agricultural Hall in 
September, 1912, attracting 
a large number of guests. 
Podgie Brown “rolled home a 
winner’ in the half-mile all 
comers handicap while the 
musical chairs competition 
for the ladies was won by 
Miss Annie Weaver. A fine 
exhibition of skating was 
also provided by two little 
boys who were dressed as 
giraffes. 

The following year, in July, 
1913, a winter skating carni- 
val was held at_ the 
Gerringong School of Arts 
Hall under the management 
of Mr T Blanchfield. So popu- 
lar was the event that 100 of 
the more than 400 people 
who attended the hall had to 
be turned away. 

“Pretty evening frocks and 
fancy costumes were worn by 
the ladies, picturesque, fancy 
costumes by 

gentlemen, and the comic 
ones were the delight of the 
evening. The Kiama Band 
was in attendance and was a 
great attraction. Many grace- 
ful and skilful skaters were 
on the floor showing how 
popular the winter pastime 
had become in Gerringong. 
Mr P Smith admirably car- 
ried out the duties of Master 
of Ceremonies. Messrs C 
Johnston and G Chittick 
were doorkeepers. Supper was excel- 
lently served, and 300 people were 
catered for and enjoyed the good 
things provided. Mr Miller, baker at 
Gerringong, was the caterer.” 
Kiama Independent 
July 23, 1913 


Football - Pagan Ritual 

To follow is yet another priceless 
historical piece which was pub- 
lished in May, 1914, and featured a 
speech by the Rev Tulloch Yuille on 
the origins of football, the facts of 
which had been “culled from old 
and authentic records”. 

“He found that football origi- 
nated in sacrifice. A pagan sacrifice 
to the God of Fertility, carried out by 
the killing of a goat whose head was 
placed half way between two vil- 
lages, which represents the goats of 
nowadays, and the young men of 
either village kicked and strove for 
possession in a kind of rugby rather 
than association game; the victors 
receiving the blessing of the God of 
Fertility. As _ the 
goat’s head had its 
drawback as a foot- 
ball, the introduc- 
tion of a leather bag 
filled with straw 
came, and the years 
gradually evolved 
the game of today. It 
was a_ noticeable 
fact that every game 
was played with a 
ball: billiards, foot- 
ball, cricket, tennis 
and the rest, and in 
his opinion they all 
had their origin in 
the sacrificial rite.” 
Kiama Independent 

May 23, 1914 


Kiama 
Bowling Club 

In April, 1919, a 
meeting was held to 
establish Kiama 
Bowling Club. Mr 
EA Blow was voted 
to the chair. At the 
meeting a letter was 
read from the Berry 


Club, inviting members of the 
Kiama club to become honorary 
members until their green was 
ready. 

Mr Kenwood, who 
had supervised the formation of the 
Berry green, said that he had 
inspected various sites for the 
Kiama green and favoured two, the 
Church of England grounds and 
“Mrs Anderson’s paddock below the 
railway goods sheds”. The latter, he 
thought, would be most suitable as 
it was a freehold property and, in its 
purchase, the club would have land 
upon which they would be able to 
raise money. 

Mr Thomas moved, seconded by 
Mr Smith, that a sub-committee be 
formed consisting of Messrs 
Nicholson and Blow to buy the 
ground if the price was suitable. 
This recommendation was carried. 


LEISURE 


Picture Theatres 

Great excitement was felt in 
Kiama when, in April 1910, 
Parker’s “electric pictures” were 
screened at the showground hall for 
the first time. This was followed 11 
months later in March, 1911, by 
“Foley’s wild west picture show” 
then, two weeks later, the opening 
of Gordon’s Pictures in the 
Oddfellows Hall by Mr Gordon. 

Mr Gordon travelled up and down 
the South Coast presenting silent 
movies, most of which featured dra- 
matic and comedy themes, especial- 
ly American cowboy flicks such as 
the famous “Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West” and _ the  not-so-famous 
“Pawnee Bill’s Far East”. 

In his endeavour to provide the 
most up-to-date programs, Mr 
Gordon showed “the most celebrated 
picture of the century”, “the famous 
and world-renowned Johnson v 
Jeffries fight” in March, 1911. This 
was followed in June by pictures of 
King George V’s coronation. 

“It is not necessary to state that 
the whole of the picture will be 
shown - every detail and every 
action being clearly portrayed in the 
most lifelike manner... 
there shall be no inconvenience 
caused at the door, the hall will be 


in order that 
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opened at 7pm so that by going early 
the crush may be avoided.” 
Kiama Independent 
March 22, 1911 
Gradually, pictures which were 
“truly Australian” took precedence, 
they proving the most popular with 
local audiences. This included the 
film, “The Assigned Servant”, the 
story of an English prisoner who 
was sentenced to 10 years penal 
servitude in Australia for poaching. 
In November, 1911, “Mates from 
Murrumbidgee” was the feature 
presentation. 


Kiama’s Own Pictures 

Such was the enthusiasm for the 
medium in Kiama that, on January 
2, 1913, Mr Gordon teamed with Mr 
Weston to open the township’s first 
picture company under the name 
“Kiama’s Own Pictures”. A full 
house gathered on opening night to 
watch 8000 feet of film run through 
“without a single stop”. 

The latest plaster screen was 
seen as a significant improvement 
on the calico screens previously 
used and which “brought out the 
pictures most distinctly”. 

The pictures operated every 
Saturday and Monday night. The 
second showing of the theatre saw 
the drama, When Love _ Dies, 
screened. As a special enticer, all 


The problem with early advertis- 
ing was that if it was written by 
“A Specialist” it was usually 
received as gospel, and the 
advertiser got away with some 
rather scurrilous medical “facts”. 
“How to Destroy the Dandruff 
Germ- By A Specialist 
That the dandruff germ is 
responsible for nearly all. dis- 


well as for baldness and prema- 
ture grey hair, is a well-known 
fact, but when we realise that it is 
also indirectly responsible for 
many of the worst cases of 


Dandruff Causes Baldness? 


-eases to which the scalp is heir, as - 
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Kiama Rugby League Club was formed on May 4, 1914, but before this there was the Bombo Football Club. 
Pictured is the first Bombo Club of 1913, a team made up of young men from in and around Kiama and Bombo. 
It included the family of Mrs Lurline Hamilton (nee Stokes) whose family lived at Bombo. From memory the 
members included back row:- Ern Stokes (third from left), Sid Campbell (fifth from left), Fred Roberts and 
Jack Hammond. Centre:- Stan Fadden (far right); and front:- George Stokes (second from left) and, on the end, 
Mrs Hammond’s father, Charles “Mick” Stokes. 


children were admitted free if in the 
company of an adult. “One of the 
most powerful dramas ever pro- 
duced, ‘The Life of a Mother’,” was 
screened at a later date, followed by 
the epic war drama, “Death or 
Glory”. 

In February, 1914, Mr Gordon 
announced his departure from the 
business association, he being 
bought out by Mr Roy Colley. 

As Europe was plunged into war 
in August, 1914, the movies fea- 
tures news from the front. In 
November of that year, for example, 
the “War Special” to be shown was 
“The Defence of Belgium”. 

It was news for the cinema-going 
crowd in May, 1915, when the first 
of “Edison’s Talking Pictures” was 
premiered. It was not the first time 
that “talking pictures” had been 
screened in Kiama, but they were of 
such poor quality that the manage- 
ment took the precaution of first 
witnessing a public screening of 
Edison’s in Sydney before complet- 
ing negotiations. 

Having viewed the pictures, they 
gave their assurance that the films 
were “absolutely worth seeing”. 

The end of WWI was celebrated 
with the screening of Charlie 
Chaplin’s first “Million Dollar 
Comedy. - A Dog’s Life”, which fea- 
tured an “all star cast”. 


catarrh and consumption, we 
appreciate the importance of any 
agent that will destroy its power. 
We are therefore particularly 
pleased to herewith the prescrip- 
tion which an eminent scientist 
and specialist states he has 
found, after repeated tests, to 
completely destroy the dandruff 
germ in one to three applica- , 
tions... CAUTION - Do not apply 
where hair is not desired, and be 
sure to avoid tonics containing 
poisonous wood alcohol.” 

Kiama Independent 
July 16, 1910 
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Congregational Jubilee 

The Gerringong Congregational Church 
celebrated its 50th anniversary (1861 to 1911) 
in October, 1911, with two special Sunday ser- 
vices. The rush was on to complete renova- 
tions to the church and manse in time for the 
anniversary and “young men, with their 
Minister Mr HM Riley, formed themselves into 
willing hands of workers to facilitate and has- 
ten the completion”. Improvements included 
“having the old Bible rebound, half a dozen 
new choir hymn books, others rebound, pulpit 
re-draped, springs to porch doors, new aisle 
covering, extra communion cups, and new 
communion linen”. 

Two large framed photographs were hung 
and featured all past and present ministers:- 
Revs R Wilson, J Dinning, W Riding, G 
Heighway, T Moore, HR Harris and HM 
Riley; and the past and present deacons:- 
Messrs Watson, G Hindmarsh, R Miller, R 
Hall, A Campbell, M Hindmarsh, J Sharpe, J 
Miller and A Pomeroy. 


Methodist Jubilee 

The jubilee of the Kiama Methodist Church 
was celebrated on the 50th anniversary of its 
opening, on December 3, 1962. The three-day 
celebration included special church services 
conducted by Rev GA Reeve in the morning 
and Rev Richard East in the evening. At each 
service, special singing was rendered by Mr 
John Cope (Kiama’s Town Clerk). 


St Oswald’s Church 

With the population expanding at Bombo, 
locals felt the need to have their own church. 
Rather than build a new place of worship, the 
Church of England parishioners, namely 
Messrs Oswald Alexander, T Brown and W 
Grey jun, arranged for an old church to be 
relocated to Bombo from Crawley Forest dur- 
ing the Christmas season of 1912. 

Renovations to Bombo’s new St Oswald’s 
Church, which accommodated 120 parish- 
ioners and was located on land donated by Mr 
C Cameron, were carried out by the men of 
Bombo, free of cost, and were completed in 
March, 1913. The men gave up their annual 
leave to perform the task while also working 
every evening for three months to finish the 
job. 

The first service was conducted on March 
16 by Mr Frank Alexander who shortly after 
left for instruction at Moore Theological 
College. From this time, Sunday evening ser- 
vices were then conducted by the Rev HM 
Archdall Pearce. 

The church was not officially dedicated 
until May 9 by the Archbishop’s Chaplain, 
Rev W Leslie Langley, who based his sermon 
from the text Luke V, 27-29. At the conclu- 
sion, the hymn “Abide With Me” was sung, fol- 
lowed by the Benediction. 


Presbyterian Jubilee 

The 50th anniversary of the construction of 
the Kiama Presbyterian Church was cele- 
brated in March, 1914. The event was marked 
by a “high-class concert” which was rated as 
“one of the greatest musical events ever heard 
in Kiama”. Mr Roy Colley played the opening 
organ solo, followed by performances by cele- 
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brated violinist, Cyril Monk, cellist Carl 
Gotsch and songs by Miss Alice Braund. 

While Presbyterian sermons had been held 
from the homes of early pioneer settlers and 
the necessity for a new church had long been 
felt, no practical step was taken towards it 
erection until April 25, 1859, when a building 
committee was appointed. 

The original intention was to build a church 
of much humbler pretensions but £700 
($1750) was subscribed for the project by 
parishioners which far outweighed the expec- 
tations of the church. After the site of the 
church was procured from the Government, a 
plan of the new building was furnished by Mr 
Rowe, of Sydney, and accepted by the building 
committee. 

The first stone was laid in February, 1860, 
but the construction phase moved slowly on 
account of poor weather and almost impassi- 
ble roads which hampered the conveyance of 
building materials. 

At the time, the district was also suffering 
from great commercial depression and sub- 
scriptions were not coming in with the neces- 
sary regularity. Another congregational meet- 
ing was held to discuss the plight, prompting 
those present to generously double their sub- 
scriptions. Among the donations included 
£117 ($292) from James Robb, £101 from 
John Marks, £100 ($250) each from James 
Colley, Hugh Colley and William Colley, £55 
($137) from John Colley, and £50 ($125) each 
from Messrs Charles Cameron, SW Grey, and 
R Marks. 

The church was officially opened on March 
4, 1863 by the late Rev Mr Grant of the 
Shoalhaven, the Moderator of the Synod of 
that year, and the “grand old father of 
Presbyterianism on the South Coast”. The 
Minister in charge was the late revered Dr 
Kinross. The first elders of the kirk were 
Messrs David Lindsay Waugh, James Colley, 
Charles Cameron and John Miller. The dea- 
cons were Messrs William Colley, William 
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New tramway a success 


In October, 1911, Kiama MP, Mr Mark 
Morton, made a deputation to the Public 
Works Department to have a tramway built 
which linked the Kiama quarries with 
Kiama Railway Station and Kiama 
Harbour. 

Plans for the new tram system, a two- 
pronged track which would start at Kiama 
Harbour and travel up Terralong and 
Manning Streets on a gauge of two feet, 
were inspected and authorised by the 
Minister for Works. 

In 1913, work was begun on the construc- 
tion of the Terralong Street line, followed by 
an extension along the Manning Street line 
in February, 1914. Two locomotives, to be 
used on the State quarry line (see story 
below), arrived in May. 

In June, 1914, the engines of the 
tramway were put into use carting waste 
stone and earth from the State quarry to fill 
the “hollow in front of the Brighton Hotel”. 


The line to the Kiama Railway Station 
was completed on July 25, 1914, when an 
engine was “put through a trial run on the 
newly-constructed platform”, located just 
south of the Station. 

While the failed tramway project of the 
1880s continued to serve Kiama Council as 
a nightmarish reminder of past mistakes, 
the new tramway was a boon to the town. 

In displacing the old quarry carts which 
rattled up and down the centre of town, the 
tramway did much to alleviate the dust nui- 
sance. Cartage costs, meantime, was also 
reduced. 

Soon after, blue metal trains leaving 
Kiama were increased from two to seven 
daily. At the height of the system, there was 
four miles of track, six locomotives and 
more than 50 metal trucks. 

PHOTO: A quarry tram negotioates 
the Kiama tramline as it approaches 
Kiama Harbour. 
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In Gold or Silver 
to Your Desire 


With a New Ring or Remodelling an Old 
Favourite Ring 


Stephen Rays Jewellery P/L 
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Gordon, John Clark and W and J 
Mcllwraith. 

Among the Sunday school 
teachers was Mr George L 
Fuller, the only surviving official 
left of that day. Among the many 
generous gifts presented to the 
church by Mr Fuller included a 
beautiful pipe organ. 

Construction of the spire and 
vestry was not undertaken at 
the same time as the church as it 
was considered unwarranted to 
increase the financial burden on 
the congregation any further. 
The vestry was built later, in 
1897, at a cost of £260 ($650) 
while the spire was added the 
following year at a cost of £270 
($675). “Thus completed the 
original design and the intention 
of the enthusiasts of over 30 
years before, who had accom- 
plished the opening of the build- 
ing £2072 free of debt”. 

Kiama Independent 
April 17, 1912 
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State Metal Quarry 

In April, 1911, four Departmental officers visited 
several districts throughout the State with a view to 
establishing a State blue metal quarry. Included in 
their inspection was several sites in and around 
Kiama. 

“That the establishment of such a quarry in Kiama 
would give an impetus to the stone trade of the dis- 
trict is beyond doubt,” the Independent said. 

But news of the Government’s intention was 
greeted with a mixture of both excitement and trepi- 
dation. If established in Kiama, local business would 
flourish, but if established elsewhere, in a district 
such as Prospect, the quarry would “be the means of 
doing an incalculable amount of harm to the trade 
and reputation our quarries now possess, besides 
materially affecting the business of the town”. 

The community’s anxiety was finally put to rest in 
August when it was announced that the 
Government would buy the Kiama Road Metal 
Company (KRMC) property at Bombo, at a cost of 
£1400, for the purpose of forming the State Metal 
Quarry. The property consisted of a large quarry and 
full working plant including steam engine, three 
crushing machines and full hopper provision for 
loading steamers at the jetty. 

Also included in the purchase for use in its quarry- 
ing operations was the steamer, Kiama, with all 
equipment and fittings. The steamer was “of compar- 
atively recent construction” and had been classed Al 
at Lloyds. 

The metal requirements of the various branches of 
the Works Department, Metropolitan Board of 
Water Supply and Sewerage and the Sydney 
Harbour Trust for the year from September 1 was 
estimated at 133,000 tons. The Department also 
intended to supply municipalities with metal at cost 
price. 

The keys of the plant were officially handed over 
by Mr Buckland, Chairman of Directors of the 
KRMC to Mr Cameron, an officer of the Works 
Department, on August 31, 1911. The Minister for 
Works said that the quarry. would, be.connected by. 
rail and. wharf to do away with-expensive cartage. 
The quarry comprised 10 acres freehold and 3.5 
acres leased. “The life of this quarry depends on the 
depth to which it may be worked,” the Minister said. 

The following month it was announced that, in its 
first four weeks of operation, the State Metal 


Quarries had quarried and broken 4124 tons of blue 
metal and delivered 3730 at a net profit of £375 
($937). In January, 1912, the government found that 
it could not keep up with the demand for blue metal 
and investigated the purchase of the adjoining 
McSweeny’s quarry. 

Two months later it resumed 21 acres for further 
quarrying purposes, this including parts of Brown, 
Hothersall and Bong Bong Streets. 


Eureka Fatality 

In May 1912, Mr Robert Trevethan bought a quar- 
ry at Eureka Point, south of the Minnamurra River, 
on the estate of the late Captain Samuel Charles. No 
sooner had the quarry been opened than it was 
rocked by an explosion which killed six and severely 
injured two others. 

The accident occurred shortly after 8am on May 
28 as twenty to thirty men worked to put in a rail- 
way siding to connect the quarry with the South 
Coast railway line. The accident resulted from a pre- 
mature explosion of a charge of gelignite. 

Amid a coronial inquiry called to determine the 
cause of the accident, 60 quarrymen met on June 1 to 
discuss safer working conditions “tn regard to the 
changing of shots while men are working in danger- 
ous proximity”. The meeting was called by a branch 
of the Amalgamated and Tramways Union which 
had been formed at the Railway Commissioner’s 
Quarry at Bombo. 

Insight into the dangerous working conditions 
was evidenced by the common practice of men work- 
ing on the face while the shots were charged and 
“right under the stone which is to be blasted down, 
which in some cases mount to hundreds of tons”. 

A result of the meeting was the establishment of a 
relief fund for the families of the Eureka victims. By 
August, monies collected totalled £80 ($200). 

Further tragedy occurred on June 11 when it-was 
learned that the 36-year-old ganger in charge, 
Walter Eyles, had been so distressed by the accident 
he committed suicide by throwing himself in front of 
a Kiama train. 

_ “Ever since the quarry.disaster_the unfortunate 

man had not appeared to have recovered from the 

shock, and had been brooding over the accident to 
such an extent that his mind became unhinged.” 

Kiama Independent 

June 15, 1912 


PARRISH/WATSON - A “very pretty 
wedding” was celebrated at the 
Gerringong Methodist Church in 
January, 1910, when Mr JT Parrish, 
of Foxground, married Miss Sarah 
Ann Watson (eldest daughter of Mr 
George Watson), also of Foxground. 
“The bride was attired in a costume of 
Japanese white silk trimmed with 
allever and valenciennes lace... Miss L 
Parrish (sister of the bridegroom) 
attended as bridesmaid, her dress 
being of tusset silk trimmed with 
valenciennes lace and insertion, with 
hat to match... At the conclusion of the 
ceremony the bridal party drove to 
‘Billow View’, the residence of Mrs WR 
Cooke, where the wedding breakfast 
was served, some 20 guests sitting 
down to an excellent and well-served 
repast... The honeymoon was spent in 
the metropolis.” 

Kiama Indep, January 22, 1910 
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CARSON/FARQUHARSON - Mr R 
Carson, fifth son of Alderman and 
Mrs Carson, married Miss LB 
Farquharson, eldest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs P Farquharson, both of 
Kiama, on April 2, 1910. 
“The bride was becomingly attired in 
a dress of white ivory silk... Miss Nina 
Farquharson attended her sister as 
bridesmaid, and wore a dress of pale 
blue silk voile. Mr Nesbit Carson was 
best man.” 

Kiama Indep, April 20, 1910 
we kek RE 
SMITH/LOVE - Mr Stanley E Smith, 
youngest son of the late Mr E Smith of 
Mount Hamilton, Jamberoo, married 
Miss Iva Mildred Love, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs John Love of Nethervale, 
at Christ Church, Kiama, on June 21, 
1911. “The bride wore a charming 
gown of ivory messaline silk, with 
yoke and sleeves of finely tucked 
ninon, finished with silver and pearl 
trimmings. The trained skirt had a 
handsome panel of silk embossed net 
edged with pearl and silver fringe.” 
The bridesmaid was Miss Jessie Love, 
sister of the bride, while the bride- 
groom was Mr Albert Newlands, of 
North Sydney. “The wedding break- 
fast was held in Mr McCaffrey’s 
Assembly Rooms (at the Brighton 
Hotel). Mr and Mrs Love received the 
guests at the head of the staircase, 
passing on to the drawing room... The 
honeymoon was spent in the Blue 

Mountains.” 
Kiama Indep, August 12, 1911 
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WHITEOAK/BRENNAN - A “quiet 
wedding” took place at St Peters 
Church in August, 1911, between 
Sara, youngest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs J Brennan of Burra Creek, 
Jamberoo, and Mr George Whiteoak, 
of Parramatta. “The bride wore a 
dress of cream crepe de chine trimmed 
with guipure lace, a large hat of tagal 
straw with ostrich feathers, shaded 
from mauve to amethyst, and at her 
waist was worn a spray of orange blos- 
soms. She carried an ivory bound 
prayer book, the gift of her brother, Mr 
J Brennan, and wore a pearl and dia- 
mond swallow brooch, the gift of the 
bridegroom.” The bridesmaid was 
Miss H Chase while Mr W Cleary was 
best man and Mr J Brennan was 
groomsman. “The bride’s travelling 
dress was a tailor-made coat and 
skirt... She also wore a set of sable furs 
and muff, the gifts of the bridegroom.” 
Kiama Independent 

August 26, 1911 


MILLER/SHARPE - On New Year’s 
Day, 1913, Miss Pansy Sharpe (sec- 
ond daughter of Mr and Mrs James 
Sharpe, of Aorangi, Gerringong) was 
“united in holy bonds” with Mr 
Stanley Miller (eldest son of Mr 
Robert Miller, of Renfrew Park, 
Omega). The ceremony was conduct- 
ed in the drawing room of Aorangi, 
which was decorated with roses and 
ferns. The bride, who was “one of 
Gerringong’s most popular girls”, 
wore a gown of ivory French duchess 
moussoline. “The square-cut train fell 
in graceful folds, the bodice was 
draped with Limmerick lace. The veil 
of embroidered tulle was lent by the 
bride’s sister, arranged over a coronet 
of orange blossoms, and fastened with 
a gold wish-bone pin, a present from 
the bride’s mother”. The bride was 
attended by her sister, Miss Grace 
Sharpe, while Mr Reg Miller was best 
man. The wedding party adjourned to 
a large marquee to enjoy a “sumptu- 
ous wedding breakfast”. The happy 
couple left on the evening train, 
enroute for Melbourne and Hobart. 
KEE RK RE 

BLOW/ST CLAIR - “A very pretty 
wedding” was celebrated at the 
Gerringong Congregational Church 
on March 19, 1913, between Miss Eva 
St Clair (elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Duncan St Claire of Glenroth, 


Rose Valley, and grand-daughter of 
the late Rev Duncan St Claire, 
Sutherlandshire, Scotland) and Mr 
Thomas Dawson Blow (second son of 
Mr and Mrs Dawson Blow of Willow 
Glen, Foxground). The bride wore an 
embroidered Swiss mousseline 
trimmed with malines lace and inser- 
tion. Her shower bouquet, of dahlias 
and asparagus fern, and pearl and 
amethyst pendant, were gifts of the 
bridegroom. The bridesmaid was 
Hilda St Clair, sister of the bride, 
while Mr HC Blow, brother of the 
groom, was best man. The couple hon- 
eymooned “in Sydney and the moun- 
tains”, the bride travelling in a navy 
blue tailor-made coat and skirt, worn 
with navy tagal hat trimmed with 
lancer plumes. 
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NOBLE/CULLEN - A wedding in 
which “there was much local interest” 
took place on August 21, 1913, 
between Miss Lily Cullen (youngest 
daughter of Mrs CJ Cullen, of 
Taballa, Rose Valley) and Mr JPJ 
Noble (son of Ald TA Noble, of 
Gerringong). “The church was beauti- 
fully decorated with a lavish profu- 
sion of freezias and arum lilies... The 
bride wore a beautiful gown of white 
charmeuse, with a long square train 
outline in pearls, with ninon over- 
dress, trimmed with pearl embroi- 
dery... A lovely shower bouquet of lilies 
of the valley, hyacinths and heather 
was the gift of the bridegroom, with a 
handsome Coney seal set. The bride’s 
gift to the bridegroom was a pair of 
gold sleeve links. The bride was 
attended by Miss Florence Buchanan 
as bridesmaid... Mr Clinton Cullen 
acted as groomsman.” The wedding 
breakfast was held at Taballa where 
Mrs Cullen received about 50 guests. 
“The tables, laiden with all kinds of 
poultry and every conceivable dainty, 
were laid on the spacious verandah, 
which was converted into a veritable 
bower with greenery and a canopy of 
white flowers, and greenery over- 
head.” Amid showers of confetti, Mr 
and Mrs Noble left for their honey- 
moon by motor car, which was placed 
at their disposal throughout the day 
by Mr C Hindmarsh, of Alne Bank. 
The bride’s going away dress was a 
“smart brown veries cloth, with touch- 
es of heavy silk lace embroidered in 
beads to match. With it was worn a 
brown tagel straw hat, trimmed with 
swathe of tulle and gold mount”. 
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Kiama Independent, Wednesday, October 25, 2000 


DEVERY/TAYLOR - On 
Wednesday, October 19, 1910, 
Mr James Devery, youngest 
son of the late Mr and Mrs P 
Devery of Rosemont, Gerrin- 
gong, married Miss Lizzie 
Taylor, second daughter of Mr 
and Mrs John Britain Taylor, 
of Athelstane, Gerringong. Mr 
Devery and Miss Taylor (the 
parents of Mr Bede Devery, of 
Kiama) were married in a nup- 
tial mass celebrated at St 
Marys Church, Gerringong, by 
Father M Malone. 

“The bride, who was given 
away by her father, looked 
charming in a gown of ivory 
messaline silk trimmed with 
chantilly lace and insertion. 
She wore a white hat trimmed 
with a large bow and trail of 
bebe roses, and carried a beau- 
tiful bouquet of lilies of the val- 
ley, carnations and orchids, 
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Charming Spring nuptials 


and wore a bamboo bangle, 
both gifts of the bridegroom. 
The bridesmaid was Miss 
Bonie Taylor, sister of the bride, 
who was attired in a pretty 
frock of pale blue silk... Mr 
Andy McElhone (Sydney) acted 
as best man. After the ceremo- 
ny, as the bridal party left the 
church, the Wedding March 
was played by the organist, 
Miss Madge Taylor, sister of the 
bride. The bridal party drove to 
the Gerringong Hotel where the 
happy pair received the con- 
gratulations of their many 
friends, and where the wedding 
breakfast was partaken of... 
Later in the afternoon, Mr and 
Mrs J Devery left amid showers 
of rose leaves and confetti for 
Katoomba, on their honey- 
moon.” 
Kiama Independent 
December 10, 1910 
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builder, Mr Martin Ettingshausen, died in 
May, 1910, at the age of just 37 years. The 
cause of his demise was “an affection of the 
chest, brought on by a strain contracted about 
three -years ago, which later extended to the 
throat, since when his voice had been affected 
to such an extent to cause almost loss of 
speech”. “The late Mr Ettingshausen, like his 
father (Anton) before him, followed successful- 
ly the occupation of builder and contractor, 
and one of his latest achievements in that 
capacity was the erection of the fine new 
premises for the ES&A Bank at Jamberoo, 
which stands a monument to his workman- 
ship. Mr Ettingshausen resided in this dis- 
trict from childhood, and was highly respect- 
ed and esteemed by all who knew him for his 
kindly and cheery disposition, and his great 
willingness to do a kindness even at consider- 
able inconvenience to himself, while his chari- 
tableness, honesty and integrity of purpose 
- earned a well deserved popularity. He mar- 
ried some three years ago Miss Mary Frances 
Brown (daughter of the later Mr and Mrs 
Francis Brown of this town), and together 
with the widow and infant son leaves to 
mourn him three brothers and three sisters... 
For some years past Mr Ettingshausen had 
creditably carried out the duties of secretary to 
his church... and at the time of his death was 


Benefit 
Society.” 
Kiama Independent 
May 21, 1910 
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MR ANDREWNELSON - One of 
Gerringong’s most respected citizens and for- 
mer Mayor, Mr Andrew Nelson, died at his 
home in May, 1911, aged 78. Mr Nelson died 
while seated in a chair on the verandah of 
Aorangi, the home of his daughter, Mrs J 
Sharpe, who nursed him devotedly through 
his illness, assisted by Mrs Boxsell, his niece. 
He was basked in sunshine and surrounded 
by family; “just a little sigh, a lifting of the 
hands, and his spirit fled.” Mr Nelson was 
born in the County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1833, 
and sailed for Australia in August, 1855, on 
the ship, Kate. He eventually made his way to 
Kiama, and thence Jerrara where, shortly 
after, he married Miss Catherine Blakely. 
The couple then rented a portion of the David 
Berry Estate, in “The Gully”, afterwards 
known as Willow Vale. “Years of hard work 
followed - that dense forest had to come down, 
and a home to be made. Knowing the late Mr 
Nelson, we can understand the strength with 
which the axe was wielded that laid low those 
forest giants. The exact spot has been pointed 
out where the first little home stood, marked 


low. Can we imagine the lives of those early 
settlers? The struggling, the toiling, day after 
day? We doubt it. We feel that now a great 
number of them have passed away we did not 
honour them as we should. We should have 
told them more often how'much we owed 
them... Later a more comfortable house was 
built that was a home in the truest sense of the 
word. Here Mr and Mrs Nelson dispensed hos- 
pitality right royally - the weary and wayworn 
traveller was always welcome, ‘twas the min- 
ister’s home when out touring the country... As 
an alderman of the municipality of 
Gerringong for nearly 25 years, 18 of which he 
occupied the mayoral chair, he gained the 
respect of all classes of the community for his 
manly and straight-forward bearing. A strong 
man in every way, he had the courage to state 
his convictions. He was a loyal and consistent 
member of the Methodist Church... He loved 
his church dearly - how he will be missed! 
That grey, bended head in the corner where he 
was want to sit was reverence itself... The 
funeral was largely attended. A short service 
was held at Aorangi... Nearer My God to Thee, 
Mr Nelson’s favourite hymn, was sung. He 
was laid to rest in God’s acre at Gerringong, 
close by the sea.” 
Kiama Independent 
May 17, 1911 


occurred on June 18, 1911. Mr Cullen, “an old 
and highly esteemed resident” and “one of the 
best known men of the South Coast”, died at 
his home, Omega, near Gerringong. “Mr 
Cullen, who had been ailing for some time 
past, was a successful dairy farmer, and in 
this direction he had done a lot for the farmers 
on the South Coast. Prior to removing to 
Jamberoo some years ago, and later to 
Omega, the deceased gentleman for a great 
many years resided at Unanderra, and was 
an alderman in the Central Illawarra Council 
for upwards of 20 years, during which time he 
occupied the mayoral chair for 12 terms. In 
his capacity as mayor and alderman he did 
good work for the municipality. Besides leav- 
ing a widow and family to mourn him, the 
deceased gentleman was a brother of Sir Wm 
P Cullen (Chief Justice of NSW), Mr A Cullen, 
Mrs H Colley and Miss Cullen (Jamberoo). 
The late Mr Cullen was accorded a Masonic 
funeral (he being an old and esteemed mem- 
ber of the craft).” In response to his death, a 
meeting of the Central Illawarra Council 
passed a motion of sympathy, several alder- 
man speaking “in the highest terms for the 
deceased”. 
Kiama Independent 
June 24, 1911 


—_— = p Chin fi wer te =. TS a hs ae ee OS 


ns ee es Rn — 


16 Kiama Independent, Wednesday, October 25, 2000 


SOOT E SESS EE ESSE EEE ETE EERO E EEE TEESE SESE SEER ETOH EE SEE ESSE ESE SESE SES SSE SESE SEES CESSES ESSE SESE EES SESE EEE ESSE EES ET ESE SESE EE EES EE EH ESSE TEESE EETE EEE SEEEE REESE EEEEE EE EE EEE TEESE EEE THEE EEE EEEHEE EEE EEEEEE SEE EE EEE EEEEE EEE EH 


MRS HANNAH NOBLE - Mrs Hannah Noble, 
the esteemed wife of Alderman Noble on 
Gerringong Council, died on August 15, 1911, 
after a serious illness lasting several weeks. 
She was aged 63 years. Mrs Noble was born at 
Gerringong in July, 1848, being the only daugh- 
ter of the late Mr and Mrs James Wilson, and 
sister of Ald Robert Wilson, of Gerringong. “Her 
parents were amongst the worthy pioneers of 
that beautiful district and were devoted mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church. Their home being 
close to the church, it was their special delight to 
entertain the ministers and lay-preachers who 
officiated at the services from week to week, and 
when they passed away about 40 years ago, their 
daughter followed their example... The coffin 
was a handsome one, being constructed of cedar, 
panelled, carved and polished, and _ silver 
mounted. Bunches of beautiful violets and 
orchids were placed on the body in the coffin... 
The pallbearers were Messrs Bert Noble (son), 
AP Johnstone, Alec Wilson, R Wilson jun, G 
Wilson, J Armstrong, A Armstrong, J Noble, R 
Noble, W Noble jun, J Weir (nephews) and GA 
Somerville.” The funeral procession was fol- 
lowed by local church ministers, family and 
friends, the mayor, aldermen and clerk of 
Gerringong Council and “buggies, sulkies and 

horsemen in considerable number”. 
Kiama Independent 
August 26, 1911 
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MRS ISABELLA BOLES - In December, 1911, 
the community was shocked by the sudden 
death of Mrs Isabella Boles, a sufferer of dia- 
betes, at age 68 years. Mrs Boles had been trav- 
elling to the Presbyterian Church at Jamberoo 
with her son-in-law and daughter, Mr and Mrs 
Hugh Fredericks, with whom she lived at 
Burradale, Jamberoo. Mr Fredericks stopped 
off at the Church of England to fulfil his duties 
as superintendent of the Sunday School, leav- 
ing the two ladies to continue on. When nearing 
Mr J Jones’ residence, Mrs Boles became sud- 
denly ill and died. She was the daughter of the 
late Wiliam McIntosh and was born at 
Castlebridge, Wexford, Ireland on February 24, 
1843. She came to Kiama in 1863 and was mar- 
ried to James Robb jun in 1864, who prede- 
ceased her by 36 years. She married the late 
William Boles in 1888. She had three sons and 
three daughters: Messrs DW Robb, AJ Robb, PA 
Robb, Mrs FW Spinks, Mrs F Bigg and Mrs 
Hugh Fredericks. “Beside the husband of her 
youth was laid to rest one whose keen intelli- 
gence, kindly and _ charitable disposition 
endeared her to all she came in contact with: 


Mrs Boles was a woman of high principle - todo - 
a kindness or to help those that needed it was 


ever a delight to her.” : Ben, ae: 
Kiama Independent 
December 9, 1911 

‘wR EK oka 
MR FRANCIS ALEXANDER - Mr Francis 
Alexander died on December 23, 1911, aged 69 
years. He was born at Drumore, County Tyrone, 
Ireland, in 1842, and arrived in Kiama with his 
family at the age of 18. In the 1860s he moved to 
Kangaroo Valley to take up dairy farming, later 
helping to establish the Kangaroo Valley Dairy 
Company. He married Miss Milligan, the 
daughter of a “worthy North of Ireland pioneer”, 
of Rose Valley, in 1866, and raised 12 children 
(11 of whom survived him). He removed to 
Sydney where he carried out a trading business 
before returning to Kiama and dairy farming on 
the farm of the late William Colley. Shortly 
after, he bought a portion of the Riversdale 
Estate, formerly the property of the late 
Captain Honey, containing 157 acres, and 
which he afterwards increased to 230 acres by 
purchasing a portion of the land formerly owned 
by the late Mr William Boles. Twelve months 
before his death he retired to Seaview, in Brown 
Street, Kiama, where he died. “The late Mr 
Alexander was a man of courage, and possessed 
pluck of the most tenacious nature. He knew not 
defeat in carrying out his projects - with him, 
nothing succeeded like success.” 
Kiama Independent 
December 30, 1911 
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MR ROBERT WILSON - “One of the good old 
pioneers of the district”, Mr Robert Wilson, died 
at his residence, Kelmoo, Gerringong, in 
January, 1912, aged 74 years. “The deceased 
gentleman, who was beloved and respected by 
all who knew him for his sterling worth and 
noble character”, had served as an alderman on 
Gerringong Council for 38 years, 15 continuous 
years as its mayor. During the greater part of 


his life he had been engaged in dairy farming at » 


Foxground, but spent the latter part of his life 

living in the township. He left a grieving wife 
and “grown up family” to mourn his loss. 

Kiama Independent 

January 10, 1912 
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MR MICHAEL NESBITT HINDMARSH - 
Prominent Kiama businessman and civic 
leader, Mr Michael Hindmarsh died at his resi- 
dence, Rosebank, in January, 1912, after “a lin- 
gering illness caused by an internal trouble”. Mr 
Hindmarsh had held a position on Kiama 
Council for 38 years, occupying the mayoral 
chair for eight of them, where he carried out his 
duties “without fear or favour”. “He was a man 
of sterling integrity and his word was his bond, 
strong willed with firm convictions, he kept an 
undeviating course, often incurring opposition 
and prejudice in public life, as those who take 
part in it must... Many acts of kindness were 
his, and his charity was considerable and unos- 
tentatious... With everything of public interest 
and advancement Mr Hindmarsh has been 
identified, such as the Hospital, the School of 
Arts, the Agricultural Society, the Gas 
Company”. A lesser known fact was that part of 
Mr Hindmarsh’s life was dedicated to “the dumb 
creation”, or the treatment of animals, he being 
“gifted with a marvellous power of healing” and 
would “never consider personal discomfort in 
attending to a sick animal and would readily 
pass the night beside a horse, cow or dog... with- 
out thought of gain or reward”. On news of his 
death, the flag at Kiama Council flew at half- 
mast while several of the businesses closed dur- 
ing his funeral, which was “exceptionally large” 
and included members of the Oddfellows Lodge 
and Presbyterian Church. Mr Hindmarsh left a 
widow, Sarah, and son, Mr Nesbit Hindmarsh. 
Kiama Independent 
January 10, 1912 
In March, 1912, the Independent published 
details of Mr Hindmarsh’s will, saying that his 
estate was worth £28,593 ($71,482). His widow, 
son and nephew Robert were trustees of the 
estate. Sarah was left the household furniture 
and an annuity of £200 ($500) a year for life, 
and £100 for Robert. His residence and real and 
personal estate was left to Nesbit. 
KEK KK kK 
MR JOSEPH RUTLEDGE - Mr Joseph 
Rutledge passed away at his Jamberoo resi- 
dence, Seaview, in April, 1912, aged 69 years. 
He was born in the County Torrens, Ireland, 
and arrived in the Illawarra in about 1855. “He 
was a quiet, unassuming man who believed in 
good neighbourhood to men of creeds and coun- 
tries. Never a very robust man, yet he was very 
industrious and worked hard and honest to 
build up a home for his family. He was not a very 
public man, but he was always ready to support 
any movement that had for its object the well- 
being of his district.” Mr Rutledge left a wife and 
large family. 
Kiama Independent 
April 27, 1912 
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MR STEPHEN MAJOR - A man who had been 
associated with the progress of Kiama district 
since the early 1860s, Mr Stephen Major, died 
on November 27, 1913, aged 72 years. Born in 
Granard, County Longford, Ireland, Mr Major 
travelled to Australia in 1858 on the Moravian, 
a clipper of the White Star line. His uncles were 
the Hon Charles and George Moore, philan- 
thropists. The former was the Mayor of Sydney 
for many years with Moore Street and Moore 
Park being named in his honour. It was these 
two gentlemen who directed the deceased’s 
attention to the South Coast. He settled at 
Jamberoo where, in 1862, he established the 
Jamberoo Post Office Store. Once his business 
was built up, and having married Mrs Major, he 
sold up to Mr Stewart and returned to commer- 
cial life in the city. But the lifestyle did not suit 
him so he returned to the Coast, opening a busi- 
ness in Gerringong and ultimately arriving in 
Kiama where he opened a store in the premises 
later occupied by the ES&A Bank in Manning 
Street, before establishing “The Arcade” in the 
same street. “By this short sketch of the late Mr 
Mayjor’s business career it will be seen no one 
remains in the district that has had wider per- 
sonal knowledge of the people in it. He was a 
staunch friend and his success in business is the 
strongest evidence of the confidence placed in his 
integrity and the esteem in which he was held by 
all sections of the community... For a few years 
he was a progressive, far-sighted alderman, and 
it was regrettable that this influence did not 
longer continue, where men of his intelligence 
can always do valuable project work. Mr Major 
also took a genuine interest in the hospital and 
the School of Arts... Mr Major has a great appre- 
ciation of the beauties of nature, and flowers and 
plants were a special delight and hobby. He had 
the natural instinct of a landscape gardener, 
and the beautiful grounds of ‘Warrana” stand as 
a memorial to his skill and good taste.” Mr 
Major’s loss was felt deeply in the community 
when shops were closed and the town flag was 
hung at half mast as a mark of respect. Mr 
Major left a wife, daughters Mrs Keogh of 
Coonamble, Mrs EJ Marks of Terragong, and 


the Misses Myrtle and Gladys Major, sons 
Charles, Sidney and Oscar Major, and a life- 
long friend and valued companion, Mr William 
Stewart. 
Kiama Independent 
December 3, 1913 
Ce I Se 
MR JOSEPH VIDLER - Mr Joseph Vidler, of 
Old Place, Jamberoo, died on New Year’s Eve, 
December 31, 1913, aged 75 years. Mr Vidler 
was born at Kent, England, on November 15, 
1834, and arrived in New South Wales with his 
parents, the late Mr and Mrs Stephen Vidler, at 
the age of three. The family settled at 
Campbelltown for a short time, followed by 
Dapto and then Jamberoo where Mr Vidler 
spent the rest of his life. “Deceased followed the 
dairying industry and was amongst the earliest 
district settlers who did pioneering work. On 
December 13, 1865, deceased was married in the 
Union Church, Berry, by the Rev Robert Wilson, 
Independent minister at Gerringong, 
to Elizabeth Sarah, daughter of the late Captain 
and Mrs George Dawes, of the Hawkesbury dis- 
trict, and spent 48 years of happy married life. 
Some time later he retired from dairying active 
work. For the past nine months he was in failing 
health, and recently had a stroke of paralysis, 
from which he never rallied... In life he was quiet 
and unassuming, kind-hearted and true in 
every degree.” Besides his widow, he left daugh- 
ters Mrs Robert McDuff, Mrs Alexander Prior, 
Mrs Joseph W Booth and Mrs Edward A Booth, 
and sons Messrs George S Vidler, John J Vidler, 
TH Edgar Vidler and Wesley W Vidler, all of 
Jamberoo. One son, James Dixon Vidler, prede- 
ceased him. 
Kiama Independent 
January 7, 1914 
MR WILLIAM GREY ESQ - Mr William Grey 
sen, of Mount Salem, died in November, 1914, 
aged 82 years. He was the son of the late George 
and Isabella Grey and was “a worthy member of 
a fine old district family; and leaves sons and 
daughters also who with credit carry on the tra- 
ditions of a name justly honoured and revered 
from early pioneer days of the district”. The late 
Mr Grey was born at Fermanagh, Ireland, and 
at the age of seven came to New South Wales 
with his parents in 1839. The family first 
resided at Wollongong for a number of years 
before arriving in Kiama. Mr Grey took a great 
interest in the Agricultural Society and was 
also a devoted churchman, “and his keen intelli- 
gence and interest did much good in the church 
work, as he was warden for many years”. 
Kiama Independent 
November 4, 1914 
EE RK REE 
MR DAVID WEIR - Five months after the death 
of his nephew (Mr David Weir), Mr David Weir 
of Bushbank, died in his 84th year after a bout 
of pneumonia. He was a native of Fermanagh, 
Ireland, and arrived in New South Wales in 
1859. He settled first at Berry before moving to 
Wollongong where, in early days the thorough- 
ness of his mason’s work was recognised. He 
came to live in Kiama in the early 1870s and 
“took.a keen, intelligent and practical interest in 
dairying and agriculture, and was an authority 
on good cattle, though he never took a public 
part in the affairs that pertained to that indus- 
try”. He married Miss Elizabeth Clarke, who 
was left to mourn his death, together with his 
sons Messrs WH Weir, D Weir and J Weir of 
Springhill; T Weir of Bushbank; and H Weir of 
Eltham. His daughters included Mrs DE Weir of 
Kiama; Mrs A Moffitt of Clunes; and Mrs H 
Love, of Jamberoo. He was predeceased by 
another son, Robert Weir, who died in the 
Sudan, the first Australian to die on a warfront. 
wR HK kK 
MR GEORGE LAURANCE FULLER - On 
September 2, 1917, a “central figure in the life of 
the district” died in the form of Mr GL Fuller, 
aged 91. His last public appearance was at the 
opening of the Sarah Fuller Memorial Ward, in 
honour of his late wife and the last of his many 
munificent gifts to Kiama Cottage Hospital. 
Since that time he had suffered much, but had 
been surrounded by love in the care of his 
daughters, Miss Fuller and Mrs Anderson, and 
was regularly visited by his family, including 
his son and the Acting Premier of NSW, the Hon 
GW Fuller. “For nearly seventy years the late Mr 
Fuller has lived on the South Coast, coming to 
Australia when a lad from the Old Country with 
his parents from Galway, Ireland, where he was 
born. As a young man he entered commercial life 
in Gerringong, opening there the Boat Harbour 
Store which also served as a Post Office. As the 
district grew he extended his activities and 
became a successful commission agent in Sussex 
Street, much of the district produce passing 
through his business. In 1859 he married Miss 
Sarah Miller, daughter of the late Mr Robert 
Miller, of Renfrew Park... Later Mr Fuller came 
to Kiama and had a prosperous business in the 


big block of buildings now owned by the ES&A 
Bank. Afterward he purchased the Dunmore 
Estate and became the largest land owner with- 
in the district. Relinquishing commercial pur- 
suits, his interests were devoted to the develop- 
ment of the estate and under his supervision and 
management it was so highly improved its value 
soon doubled and it became one of the greatest 
possessions on the South Coast, with large and 
comfortable farm homes and the tenantry among 
the most desirable to be found in the state... Mr 
Fuller, though getting on in years, turned his 
attention to the industrial outlook of the estate 
and some 25 years ago opened the large road 
metal quarry at Shellharbour, which he success- 
fully managed until a few years back... The 
Kiama Hospital has for many years known the 
late Mr Fuller’s beneficence.” Each year he gave 
a substantial money gift, and times innumer- 
able a special need in equipment was met. The 
operating theatre was also furnished by Mr 
Fuller together with the special ward in memo- 
ry of his late wife. Mr Fuller served as a Kiama 
magistrate for more than 50 years. “Those who 
knew him personally liked him for his kindly, 
courteous ways, and his works of charity and 
generous gifts will grace his name and leave an 
honoured memory in heritage”. Mr Fuller was 
predeceased by his beloved wife of 54 years and 
his youngest daughter, Mrs MF Morton. He was 
survived by six sons George W Fuller, Chief 
Secretary; William F Fuller; Lieut-Col Colin 
Fuller; Archie Fuller and Bryan Fuller; and four 
daughters, Mrs W Baird, Mrs TP Anderson, 

Mrs T Palmor and Miss Edith Fuller. 
Kiama Independent 
September 5, 1917 

KEK hk Ak 
MR GEORGE J HINDMARSH - The oldest res- 
ident of the district, Mr George J Hindmarsh, of 
Ivy Mount, Gerringong, died in the early hours 
of March 4, 1918, aged 91. He was the eldest son 
of Mr Michael Hindmarsh, one of the earliest 
settlers in the state and a member of an old 
English family who came from Alnewick in the 
north, early in the 19th century. He was born at 
Campbelltown in 1827, his mother later carry- 
ing him on horseback to Gerringong where the 
family later settled. He married Miss Potter, of 
Sydney, and made his home at Ivy Mount, one of 
the finest home farms in the district. He had 
two sons, Mr MJ Hindmarsh, who followed him 
at Gerringong, and Mr George Hindmarsh who 
went to the North Coast where he prospered as 
an auctioneer and land proprietor. His five 
daughters included Mrs W Nelson, Mrs DF 
Bailey, Mrs D Richardson and Mrs S Pottie (a 
fifth died in early womanhood). “Ninety-one 
years and a life of clean, upright living, and a 
Joy in work on the land, gave a physical and 
mental strength to be envied. Shortly before he 
passed away, with members of his family about 
him, one of them remarked, ‘Those hands have 
seen much work’. ‘Yes,’ he said, and then told 
how, as a young man, he with a man and two 
teams of bullocks, eight in a team, had risen at 
one o'clock in the morning, in the moonlight, and 
had gone from the old homestead at Alne Bank, 
to the Minnamurra River, to get 40 bags of shells 
to help with the building of the Alne Bank house, 
wherein Mr C Hindmarsh now lives - and return 
before the daylight in the morning, the story end- 
ing with ‘You won't get many of the young chaps 
to do that now’... In all that has meant the histo- 
ry of the district’s progress, the late Mr 
Hindmarsh has been identified, and taken an 
active part. He was one of the first magistrates 
appointed in the district... When the Kiama 
Municipality was formed he represented the 
Gerringong Ward in it. Thinking the southern 
part of the borough was not getting a fair deal, 
he with the late Mr George Tate was responsible 
for the agitation that secured separation and 
later held a position in the Gerringong Council, 
having altogether a municipal record of some 30 
years. Recognising the difficulties of transit and 
the transport of goods to market, he was one of 
the main movers in forming the Shellharbour 
Steam Navigation Company, and was only sat- 
isfied when the boats called at Gerringong, and 
the old Boatharbour, now but a picnic ground, 
the centre of a busy trade, and he remained a 
director of the company until a rivalry with the 
railway put it out of commission. The 
Gerringong Dairy Factory was another project 
in which he was a prime mover, and he occupied 
the chair of the directorate for several years.” Mr 
Hindmarsh also assisted in the formation of the 
Gerringong School of Arts and was on the com- 
mittee from its inception until the day he died. 
He took a keen interest in all matters pertain- 
ing to the land and was one of those who consis- 
tently, year after year, improved the standard of 
his cattle and was recognised as one in the fore- 
front of the industry. He also assisted in the 
establishment of the Kiama Agricultural 
Society. 
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